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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ROSEMARY LOVE, et al.,

Plaintiffs,
Case Number: 1:06CV02502
VS.
Judge: Walton, J.
THOMAS VILSACK, SECRETARY
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE,

Defendant.

Nt e S S S e N S e N S S N

Declaration of Benny Bunting

I, Benny Bunting, here_by state and declare as follows based on my personal knowledge:

1. I currently work for RAFI-USA as that organization’s Lead Farm Advocate.

2. I have been a Farm Advocate, trained by the Farmers’ Legal Action Group
(FLAG), since the early 1980°s. As a Farm Advocate, I have worked with farmers primarily
located in North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Florida and Georgia, but I have also
assisted farmers as far away as Oregon, Montana and Michigan.

3. Through my work as a Farm Advocate, T am familiar with the claims programs
USDA provided for black farmers and Native American farmers to resolve their respective
discrimination claims against USDA relating the agency’s farm loan programs. The Pigford 1
and Pigford Il claims programs resolved claims of black farmers, and the Keepseagle resolved
claims of Native American farmers.

4. I reviewed the claims packages USDA provided to black farmers and Native

American farmers in those claims programs, and I am familiar with the claim forms used, and



eligibility and document requirements in order to have a successful claim in each of those
programs.

5. Attached herelo as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Pigford ! claim
form that USDA disseminated. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the
Pigford II claim form that USDA disscminated. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and
correct copy of the Keepseagie claim form that USDA disseminated.

6. Along with other farm advocates, I assisted black and Native American farmers in
gathering the information and materials necessary to complete claim forms in those programs.

7. In each of those claims prograrms, the claim form was short (8 pages in each
instance) and clear. If farmers had questions, attorney assistance was provided free of charge.

8. I am also familiar with the Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers
Discrimination Claims Process that USDA launched on September 24, 2012. 1 attended an
information session on this Claims Process, and its claims form, conducted by FLAG in
conjunction with FARMAID 2012 on September 20, 2012 in Hershey, Pennsylvania. Attached
hereto as Exhibit D is a true and correct copy of the Women/Hispanics Claims Process claim
form (the “Claim Form™) distributed at that meeting and since then disseminated by USDA..
Attached hereto as Exhibit E is .a true and correct copy of the “Summary of Hispanic and
Women Farmers and Ranchers Discrimination Claim Process for USDA Farm Loans and Loan
Servicing Programs,” which was also distributed at that meeting.

9. I am pleased that USDA has made progress in launching a Claims Process for
Hispanic and women farmers’ discrimination claims. Unlike the prior claims programs,
however, the claim form issued by USDA for use with the Women/Hispanic Claims Process is

lengthy (16 pages, plus 9 pages of attachments), confusing, and at times inconsistent. In



addition, the eligibility and document requirements that women and Hispanic farmers must meet
for their claims to be successful are more difficult than what was required in the claims programs
provided to black farmers and Native-American farmers. In some instances, the relief available
is also less for women and Hispanics than was made available for blacks and Native Americans.

10, Im responding‘to questions from women or Hispanic farmers who are considering
filing claims in the Women/Hispanic Claims Process, it is difficult to provide clear answers
when the Claim Form and accompanying documents are unclear, and at times internally
inconsistent. Also, women and Hispanic farmers are not being provided free legal counsel fo
assist them in submitting their claim forms for consideration by the USDA’s designated
Adjudicator.

11.  Insome instances the Claim Form requirements also appear to be inconsistent
with USDA loan eligibility requirements. For example, on the Claim Form under the heading
“DID YOU MEET BASIC USDA LOAN ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS?”, claimants are
asked if they were ever delinquent or late on any federal debt. Claim Form at 10. Federal debt
delinquency was not a requirement for the entirety of the claims period.

12, Similarly, the Claim Form asks constructive applicants to identify the “names of
any commercial or agricultural banks in the area that denied you a loan(s).” Claim Form at 6.

Loan denial from a commercial or agricultural bank was not a loan eligibility requirement.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing Declaration, consisting of twelve (12)

sequentiaily numbered paragraphs, is true and correct to the best of my personal knowledge.

//,/5//57 o7

Date

(%}



Exhibit A



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Pigford, et al., v. Glickman; Civil Action No. 97-1978 D.D.C. (PLF)
Brewington, et al,, v, Glickman; Civil Action No. 98-1693 D.D.C. (PLF)

CLAIM SHEET AND ELECTION FORM

Do not submit a photocopy of this form,
If you need another form, please call 1.800-646-2873,

Please type or print clearly,
PART I CLAIMANT INFORMATION

Farmer's Name [First, Middle, Last]

Spouse’s Name [First, Middle, Last]

DO NOT \WRITE IN THIS AREA

(Area Code) Home Number

(Arca Code) Business Number

Strect Address (Area Code) Fax Number
City State Zip
R S U U S SO S —
Farmer's Social Security Number Farmer's Date of Birth
If you are making this claim on behalf of an estate or a deceased petson, check this box, and D
identify the estate or deceased person.
PART IL CLASS MEMBER QUALIFICATION
Yes No
L, [:] D Are you an African American who farmed, or attempted to farm, at anytlme between
January 1, 1981, and December 31, 19967
2, [:] D Between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996, did you apply to participafe ina
federal farm program with USDA?
3 D [:] Between January 1, 1981, and July 1, 1997, did you file a complaint of

discrimination against USDA concerning treatment that you received in that application

process?

With respect to this third question, place an “X” next to each category below which describe(s) the proof that

you have that you fited a complaint of discrimination,

You must attach to this Claim Sheet documentation (“proof”) for each item you checl, If you do not attach

proof, your claim may be rejected,

White - Pacilltator  Yellow — Attorney  Pink — Farmet

Claim Sheet - Page 1




A capy of the discrimination complaint the claimant filed with USDA, or a copy of a USDA
document referencing the discriminatlon complaint,

A declatatlon executed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 by a person who is not a member of the
claimant's family and which (1) states thet the declarant has flrst-hand knowledge that the
claimant filed a disctimination complaint with USDA; and (2) describes the manner in which the

discrimination complaint was filed,

ic. D A copy of correspondence from the claimant to a mernber of Congress, the White House, or a
state, local, or federal official avering that the claimant has been discriminated against,

O

3A

[

3B,

A declaration executed pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746 by a person who is not a member of the

sp. [
claimant’s family, which states that the person has first-hand knowledge that, whils attending a
USDA listening session, or other meeting with a USDA official or officials, the claimant was
explicitly told by a USDA official that the official would investigate that specific claimant’s oral
complaint of discrimination.

PART HI: ELECTION OF TRACK A OR TRACK B

Please check one box below to elect the form of settlement you wish to pursue. Once you have elected a form of
settlement, your decision will be final and not subject to change. Because this decision has important consequences,

you may wish to discuss your options with a lawyer.

[ TRACK A-ADJUDICATION
You establish by substantial evidence that discrimination occurred and receive a liguidated settlement

(injunctive rolief, debt relief, $50,000 cash, and tax payment),

[[]  TRACKB- ARBITRATION
Your case will be determined at a future hearing by an atbitrator in & one-day binding arbitration.

PART IV AGREEMENT TO SETTLE AND DECLARATION OF STATEMENTS

T undesstand that the answers to the questions above are being relied upon by the United States Government in
determining my right to reliefunder the Equal Credit Opportunity Act and/or the Administrative Procedure Act. 1
olect to settle my claim in the manner indicated above and consent to allow the government to audit my file,

I deolare under penalty of perjury that the above answers are true and correct.

Signature of Farmer Date

I have assisted the farmer whose name is stated above in filling out this Claim Sheet and Election Form, 1 declare
under penalty of perjury that: (1) T believe the statements contained herein to be true; and (2) I have not and will not
require the farmer to compensate me for assisting hlm/her,

Signature of Attorney Date

If you have elected the Track A AdJudication process, you must complete the Track A ~ Adjudleation Clalm
Affidavit part of this Claim Package.

If you have elected the Track B Arbitratlon process, you do pot need to complete the rest of this Claim
Package, You will receive a notice soon from the arbitrator’s office on what to do next.

To be cligible to participate in the settlement, you must send this Claim Package postmarked no later than
180 days from the date on which the Court approves the Consent Decree to:

Claims Facllitator
P.O, Box 4390
Portland, OR 97208-4390

If you have questlons on how to complete your Clalm Package or how to obtain the services of a lawyer at no
cost to you, please call the Clalms Facilitator toli free at 1-800-646-2873.

White ~ Facilitator  Yellow — Altorney  Pink — Farmer Claim Sheet - Page 2




PART V: TRACK A - ADJUDICATION CLAIM AFFIDAVIT

Only complete this affidavit {f you have elected to settle your claim
under the Track A — Ad)udication option,

The Consent Decree requires that you meet the following requirements in order to be entitled to relief under Track A:

A, In cases in whick a class member's discrimination complaint concerns an Equal Credit Opportunity Act (meaning

cred!t or loan) matter, the class member must show that;

¢} he owned, leased, or attempted to own or lease farm land,

(2) he npplied for n specific credit transnotion at 8 USDA office botwaen 1/1/81 and 12/31/96;

) the Jonn was denied, provided lnte, approved for s lesser amount than requested, encumbered by restrictive
condifions, or USDA failed to provide appropriate Joan service, and such treatment was less favorable than that
accorded specifically identified, similarly situated white farmers; and

4) USDA's treatment of the loan application led to economic damage to the class member.

B. In cases in which a class member's discrimination complaint concerns a non-credit program benefit, the class member

must show that:
¢ he applied for a specific non-credit benefit program at a USDA county office between 1/1/81 and 12/31/96 and
2) his application was denied or approved for e lesser amount then requested, and that such treatment was different
than the treatment received by specifically identified, similarly situated white farmers who applied for same non-
credit benefit,

In order to qualify for settlement benefits, you must answer the following questions and complete the personal narrative at the end of
the package. For some answers, additional written explanations are required, These answers are followed by blank lines for you to

use.
If you need additlonal space, please attach your own paper,
Clearly mark all attachments with your name and social security number.
1. Between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996, which of the following apply?

[0 Owned farm land? ] Leased farm land? [T Attempted to own or lease farm land?

State the location and size of the land you owned, leased, or attempted to own or lease.

2, Between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996, for what type of specific federal farm program did you apply?
7] Operating Loan T Parm Ovwmership Loan
O Bmergency Loan [0 Conservation Loan

[} Non-credit Benefit Program (identify the specific program);

3 Complete only the sections below that describe the treatment you recejved from USDA between [/1/81 and 12/31/96.

A) Loan or Benefit Application Denled; Loan or Benefit Was Approved, but Funds Were Provided Late; or Luan or

Benefit Was for Less Than Requested
Explain for what loan or program benefit you applied and what USDA decided on your applicatlon,

White — Facilitator ~ Yellow - Attorney  Pink — Farmet Claim Sheet ~ Page 3




B) Losan Encumbered by Restrictive Conditions
Bxplain the conditiong/restrictions applied to your loan ot program benefit. (For example, excessive collateral requested,

supervised loans, etc.)

C) USDA Did Not Provide Appropriate Loan Services
Bxplain in detail.

White - Facilitator  Yellow — Attarney  Pink — Farmer Claim Sheet — Page 4




D) Disparate Treatment
Identify, with respect to each type of treatment described in paragraphs (A), (B), aud (C) above about which you complain,
the name and address of each white farmer who was situated similarly to you; and state in detail the specific manner in which
your treatment was different from the treatment accorded each such white farmer.

For (B). —

For (C).

White — Facilitator ~ Yellow — Attorney ~ Pink - Farmer Claim Sheet - Page S




4, NARRATIVE STATEMENT

If you are asserting an ECOA claim, explain below, in your own words, the relationship between the act or acts of
discrimination which you allege above and how you suffered economic damages.

I understand that this affidavit, any statement made hereln, and the answers to these questions are being relied upon by the United
States Government in detesmining my right to relief under the Bqual Credit Opportunity Act and/or the Administrative Procedure Act.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the above answers are frue and cotrect. 1 elect to seitle my claim in the manner indicated above

and consent to allow the government to audit my file,

Signature of Farmer Date

I have assisted the farmer whose name is stated above in filling out this affidavit, I state, under penaly of petjury, that: (1) L believe
the statements contained herein to be true; and (2) I have not and will not require the farmer to compensate me for assisting him/her.

Signature of Attorney Date
White - Facilitator  Yellow — Attorney  Pink — Farmer Claim Sheet - Page 6




UNJTED STATES DISTRICT COURT DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Pigford, et al,, v, Glickman; Civil Action No, 97-1978 D.D.C. (PLF)
Brewington, et ol,, v. Glickman; Civil Action No, 98-1693 D.D.C. (PLF)

DECLARATION

TO BE FILLED OUT BY A PERSON WHO 1S NOT A MEMBER OF THE
CLAIMANT’S FAMILY

Instructions;  You are being asked to fill out this form in support of & farmer who is filing = claim as part of the Black
Farmers’ class action lawsuit against the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA),

Step Onet Please make sure that the name in the space below is the name of the person whose claim you are supporting.

I submit this declaration in support of the claim of (“claimant”) under the
settlement agreement of Pigford v, Glickinan, the Black Farmers’® clags action lawsuit, and hereby declare that:

| omplete O the E below, Please look carefully at the top of page 2 of the
Claim Sheet and Blection Form of the person whose claim you are supporting, If he/she checked Box 3B, please
complets “SECTION 1" below only. If he/she checked Box 3D, please complete “SECTION 2" gnly, If you need
additional space, please attach your own paper. Clearly mark all attachments with your nawme and S8N,

Step Two!

SucTION 1t To SUPPORT NUMBER 3B ON THE CLAIM SHEET

(a) 1 am not a member of the claimant’s family; AND
()] I have first-hand knowledge that the claimant filed a discrimination complaint with USDA; AND
(c} The manner in which the discrimination complaint was filed was as follows:

« QR -

SECTION 2: To SUPPORT NUMBER 3D ON THE CLAIM SHEET

(a) [ am not a member of the claimant's family; AND
(b) [ have first-hand knowledge that the claimant, while attending (check at least one box)
[] » USDA listening session in ,
(City, State)
D a meeting in with a USDA. official or officials,

{City, Stale)
was explicitly told by a USDA official,

(Namo(s) of OMelaf) ' (Title(s) of Official)
that the official would investigate the specific claimant’s oral complaint of discrimination,

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT.

Signature Date

v Btk it Dt AN Aot At St bt

Social Securily Number of’ Declarant

Printed Name

Street Address City, State Zip
Porm Bt




UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Pigford, et al,, v, Glickman; Civil Action No, 97-1978 D.D.C. (PLF)
Brewington, et al,, v, Glickmuan; Civil Action No, 98-1693 D.D.C. (PLF)

REQUEST FOR EXCLUSION

READ THE ENCLOSED LEGAL NOTICE CAREFULLY
BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS FORM.

The undersigned has read the Notice of Class Action, dated January 5, 1999, and does NOT
wish to remain a member of the plaintiff class certified in the cases PRigford, et al. v. Glickman, No,
97-1978 (D.D.C.) (PLF); or Brewington, et al. v. Glickman, No. 98-1693 (D.D.C.) (PLF).

Signature of Farmer

Printed Name

s Aottt oot Mttt st st Sk s I marserrrnd

Soclal Security Number

Strect Address

City State Zip

Date

If you want to exclude yourself from the class, you must complete and retum this form
within 120 days of the date on which the Court enters the Consent Decree to:

Claims Facilitator
P.0. Box 4390
Portland, OR 97208-4390

A separate request for exclusion should be completed and timely mailed for each person or entity
electing to be excluded from the class,
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Case 1:08-mc-00511-PLF Document 161-3 Filed 03/30/11 Page 93 of 119

CLAIM FORM

In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation

Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF)

if your are filing ¢
claim on beha of o
decsased Uoimant
or ¢ Oloimant who
is L i

g clains for Bimself

o herse
physice! or mental

complers Sedtime 4
Forns on
the following page.

If epplicable fist olf
individuals who were,
or would hgve heen,
co applicants to the
toan applicetion
which it the subject
of this <lgan

of unfaverable

treqinest

Enclose extro sheety
if you nesd to fist
imore than two

co-applicas,

wwwi.blackfarmerscase.com

For help in completing this Form
call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110

or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com

Please print of type cleatly in the spaces provided below, Do not use pendll red inkc or staples.

First Name Middie

Business Name, if applicable

Muailing Address, including apartment, unit or box number
(I

City State  Zip

SSN or Taxpayer ID Number Date of Birth

Pigford Tracking Number, if known

Fhost CoeClalmans

First Name Middle

SSN or Taxypayer ID Number Date of Birth
Relationship 1o Claimant

Seeond Co-Clalman

First Name Middle

SSN or Taxypayer ID Number Date of Birth

Relationship to Claimant

First Name Middle

Business Narmne, if applicable

Mailing Address, including apartment, unit or box number

L
City State  Zip

[ ast Name

Email Address

Primary Phone Number

Additional Phone Number

Last Name

Phone Number

Email Address

Name

Phone Number

Email Address

Last Name

Email Address

Primary Phone Number

Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028

Page | of 8



. Case 1:08-mc-00511-PLF Document 161-3 Filed 03/30/11 Page 94 of 119

CLAIM FORM For help in completing this Form
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF) or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com

Section 4 inseructions: § vou are submitting a claim on behalf of 1 deceased claimant or a claimant who Is unable to submit his
or her cleint due to physical or mantal livizagion, fist thae clainyant in Pare | and complete this secdon with YOUR information.

B

"% FOR DECEASED CLAIMANTS OR THOSE WITH MENTAL OR PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS
fyou are filing o _
chairn on beholf of ¢ The claimant is L ] Deceased D Unable to submit a claim due to mental or physical limitation
decensad Clannont

or o Claiman

I | |

Preparer’s First Name Middle Last Name

Mailing Address, including apartment, unit or box number

tior, you ¢
; e of the l | | |
SECtisilc T State  Zip Primary Phone Number
apblicable, with YOUR
nformation, not the | | |
LT e - —
i SSN or Taxpayer ID Number Date of Birth Additional Phone Number
! I
Email Address Relationship to Claimant

| FOR DECEASED CLAIMANTS

K you are subinitting

a cain on behalf

of o deceased If an estate for the claimant exists, provide the estate’s Taxpayer ID Numberl

claimant, you st
submit o copy of Is the claimant's death certificate included with this Claim Form? [ Yes D No
a degth costifcote

:}i; ;i’?:?ai;i{m Are you the claimant’s Legal Representative! D Yes D No
GUESLIONS. If Yes, you must submit proof of legal representation with this Claim Form.

NOTE:“Lagal If No, explain why you believe you will be appointed the legal representative of the claimant's estate befow.
Reprosentative™ is the

hersan filing

on e clalvant s

belwf, nol T

clopnants wyer,

Are you the claimant's Legal Representative! [_'; Yes [j No
of oclaimani wiio

is unabie to do If Yes, you must submit proof of legal representation with this Claim Form.

50 Hecoust F

If No, you must explain below why the claimant is unable to submit a claim on his or her own behalf and why
you assert a right to do so on the claimant’s behalf.

Leholf, nat

clafmant s frvies

. www.blackfarmerscase.com Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 2 of 8 .



Case 1:08-mc-00511-PLF Document 161-3 Filed 03/30/11 Page 95 of 119

CLAIM FORM
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF)

Bejore your dains won

be considered, you
must ocknowledge
it you have read
and ande:stond

severol requirerents

of the claims process,

Please indicote vou
ackpowledgament by
checking the boxes
af the right of each
SKHETIENT,

For help in completing this Form

call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110

or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com
Section & nstruguions: shis Section with informasion abour the Clalmant identified In Part |

A. Did you submit a late-filing request under Section 5(g) of the Pigford
Consent Decree after October 12, 1999, and before June 19, 2008?

Section 5(g) of the Pigford Consent Decree permitted o black farmer who missed the Pigford claim deadline (October 12,
1999) to file a request to participate in the Pigford claims process late. To answer Yes above, your late-filing request must
have been submitted to the Pigford Facilitator, Pigford Monitor; a Pigford Adjudicator, the Pigford Arbitrator, or the Court.

Yes No

If Yes, you may need to submit independent documentary evidence of your late-filing request along with this Claim

Fonm to the Claims Administrator If your name appears on the Pigford Timely 5(g) List, a list maintained by the Claims
Administrator with records of dlaimants who filed late-filing requests after October 12, 1999 and on or before September
15, 2000. then you have met this requirement and do not need to submit additional documentation of your late-filing
request. Call the Claims Administrator at 1-877-810-81 10 to find out if you are on the Pigford Timely 5(g) List.

if your name does not appear on the Pigford Timely 5(g) List, you must submit independent documentary evidence
that establishes, by a preponderance of the evidence, that you submitted a late-filing request after October 12, 1999
and before June 19, 2008, Without this independent documentary evidence - which imust be subinitted with this
Claim Form — you will not be able to particpate in this case.

B. Have you already obtained a determination on the merits of your

. No
discrimination complaint?

Yes

You will be deemed 1o have a determination on the merits of your discrimination complaint and inefigible for relief if:

« Your name appears on the Pigford Participants List. a list of all claimants whose claims were heard in Pigford
v. Glickman, or the Piglord Opt-Qut List, a list of these claimants who opted out of Pigford v. Glickman. Call the
Claims Administrator at 1-877-810-8110 to find out if you are on either of these lists.

+  You have obtained a judgment from a judicial or administrative forum on the basis of the race discrimination
cdaim that provides the basis of your discrirination complaint; or

+  The Claims Administrator otherwise determines that you already have obtained a determination on the merits of
your discrimination complaint.

A. You acknowledge that you will be bound by the Neutral’s ruling on your claim, and that
the Neutral's determination will be the final determination on your claims. You forever
and finally waive the right to seek review of this determination in any court or before any
tribunal and forever and finally release USDA from any and all claims raised that have been

or could have been raised in In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation.

Acknowledged

E. If you submit a claim under Track A and it is determined to be meritorious by the Claims
Administrator, you may receive a payment to reduce or discharge eligible outstanding

United States Department of Agriculeure (USDA)/Farm Service Agency (FSA) debt. This
payment will be made directly to USDA/FSA on your behalf, You acknowledge this payment
may not fully discharge your outstanding debts to USDA/FSA. You further acknowledge
neither USDA/FSA nor the United States will forgive any debt(s) as the result of the
determination in your favor. Interest on your debt will continue to accrue unless and until
you fully pay your debt, USDA/FSA maintains any and all options for servicing and recovering
outstanding debt, including, but not limited to, acceleration and foreclosure, except that any
acceleration and foreclosure action is stayed during the pendency of this claim.

Acknowledged

If you submit a claim under Track A and your claim is approved, you will receive a payment
to reduce a portion of the tax liability you may incur from receipt of an award. This
payment will be made directly to the Internal Revenue Service on your behalf, This may
not pay all your tax liability. Notwithstanding this payment, you acknowledge that you are
responsible for compliance with all applicable federal, state, and local tax requirements that
arise as a result of any payment you receive on your claim. This includes payment of taxes
for any cash payments, debt payments, or tax payments you may be awarded.

Acknowledged

Your failure to complete this Claim Form and/or provide any necessary documentation will D
result in denial of your claim. Acknowledged

m Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 3 of 8
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Case 1:08-mc-00511-PLF Document 161-3 Filed 03/30/11 Page 96 of 119

CLAIM FORM For help in completing this Form
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc¢-0511 (PLF) or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com

Secions 7.8 & § nswractons: Complote Partv 78 and 9 with inforreation abont the Claimant iderified in Pare §

YOU  UET SELECT BIYHER TRACK A QR T AUK B. Afta reviewing the sdescriptions of Irack A and frack B, check
ane box 1o select the Track you wish i and cannor be changed. except that persons sefecting Track
B may swinch o fragic A within chivey (303 days of belng notifind by Claims Adipinistraror of the number of Track B alections.

v pursig, Your seiecon |

poouse this TRACK A ] TRACK B
decision hes Complete Sections 8 & {0; Skip Section 9. Complete Sections 8,9 & 10.
important DESCRIPTION OF TRACK A: To be eligible for relief, you must establish the elements of

Track A by substantial evidence (a lower burden of proof than required for Track B). If you satisfy the
i requirements for Track A (Section 8 below), you are eligible for a cash payment of up to $50,000 for credit
you may wish claims, regardiess of the number of credit claims you have, and/or up to $3,000 for non-credit claims,
to discuss your  regardless of the number of non-credit claims you have; an additional payment in recognition of outstanding
options with ¢ USDA Farm Service Agency (USDA/FSA) Farm Loan Program debt (a Track A Loan Award), which will be paid
tawyer. directly to the USDA on your behalf; and a tax payment worth 25% of the total of the cash payment and
25% of the total of the principal amount of the debt extinguished by the Track A Loan Award you receive
(a Track A Tax Award), which will be paid directly to the IRS on your behalf, These amounts are subject to
reduction nding on

ill be m i ims h d.
DESCRIPTION OF TRACK B: To be eligible for relief, you must establish the elements of
Track B by a preponderance of the evidence (a higher burden of proof than required for Track A), largely
through independent documentary evidence admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence. If you satisfy
the requirements for Track B, you are eligible for a cash payment equal to the actual damages you suffered

CURSLQGUENCEes,

up to $250,000. This amount is subject to reductio nding on the amount of fundi
ligible fora | r tax .
Sevtion 8 hwrrucsions: For clalimanes se TRACK A or TRACK B

A. Are you an African-American who farmed, or attempted to farm,
between January |, 1981,and December 31, 1996?

Yes No
If Yes, describe your farming operation or how you attempted to farm by answering the following questions:

i, How many acres did you farm or attempt to farm?

ii.  Describe the type and amount of crops or livestock you farmed or attempted to farm.

Attach pdditiona

shoets if needed

B. Did you own or lease, or attempt to own or lease, farm land! Yes No

i If Yes to Question B, identify the location (i.e, full address, cross street intersection, and/or legal description) of
the farm land you owned or leased or attempted to own or lease which is the subject of this claim.

Attach wdditionai

) ) ii. If Yes to Question B, and the acreage you owned or leased or attempted to own or lease is different from the
sheeos if needed

acreage described in Question A, describe the farm land that you owned or leased or attempted to own or lease,
including the type of land, acreage, and how it is different from the farm land described in Question A,

If the acreage is the same as the acreage described in Question A, write “Same.”

wyyw.blackfarmerscase.com Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 4 of 8
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CLAIM FORM For help in completing this Form
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation ' call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF) or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com

Sacrion § insernctions: For chimants selacring TRACK A or TRACK B
| CLAIM INFORMATION FOR TRACK A & TRACK B, CONTINUED

ilee for C.i. Did you apply for a specific farm credit transaction(s) or a -
st non-credit benefit(s) at a USDA office between || Yes || No
January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996! a '

ii. FORTRACK A CLAIMANTS ONLY:if you answered No to

question C.i, did you constructively apply, i.e., attempt to apply, L—] Yes [._ Wl No
AHSWErS for a specific farm credit transaction(s) or non-credit benefit(s) h
between January I, 1981 and December 31, 1996!

If you answered Yes to either question C.i or C.ii above, identify the type of specific farm credit transaction(s) or non-
credit benefit(s) for which you applied or constructively applied:

D Operating Loan :M Farm Ownership Loan |Emergency Loan
fentify Identify

Other Non-Credit Program |

[i Other Credit Program L
if you answered Yes to question C.ii above, provide any information that supports your claim that you attempted to
apply. The type of information that would be helpful includes:

«  The year you attempted to apply and the general time period within that year (e.g, late fall, March, etc)).

+  The type and amount of loan(s) or non-credit benefit(s) for which you attempted to apply.

+  How you planned to use the funds (i.e. identification of crops, equipment, acreage, etc,).

s How your plans for a farm operation were consistent with farming operations in that county/area in that year.

Attach uddiional e
sheets if needed,

If you answered Yes to question C.ii, did USDA actively discourage your application(s)? | | ves [ _t No

Active discouragement includes statements by a USDA official that, at the time you wanted to apply, (a) there were
no funds available and therefore no application would be provided; (b) there were no application forms available; or
() USDA was not accepting or processing applications.

D. FOR CLAIMANTSWHO ANSWERED YES TO QUESTION C.iABOVE:
Was the farm loan(s) or non-credit benefit(s) for which you applied denied, D Yes D No
provided late, approved for a lesser amount than requested, did it include a
restrictive condition(s), or did USDA fail to provide appropriate loan service(s)?

If Yes, explain the reasons for your answer, including the type, amount and purpose of the loan or non-credit benefit
applied for, the year of the application, and USDA's response to your application.

Avrach addiiongd

sheets if needed.

lead to economic loss for you?

If Yes, explain the type and amount of economic loss you suffered.

Attach odditiona]
sheets if neaded

. www.blackfarmerscase.com Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 5 of 8
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CLAIM FORM

In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF)

.8 CLAIM INFORMATION FOR TRACK A & TRACK B, CONTINUED

To be eligible for
refief, you must
complete eadh ond
every question in this
section, induding

the narrgtive
answers.

Attach addrmiona
shewts if needed

|
I
|

You must also complete
at 1-877-810-8110.

You may aiso
include any other
avidence you would
fike the Newutral to

consider in support

of your ciaim.

Plzase de not send
origingl documens,
Submit photocopies,
unless originals are
expressly required,

Meric attochments with
your narne and Social
Secuirity Nurober (or TIN).

. www.blackfarmerscase.com

For help in completing this Form
call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110

or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com
y TRACK A or TRACK B.

Section 8 lnserucgons: For chimants seleciin

F. Did you complain of discrimination to an official of the United States
Government on or before July I, 1997, regarding USDA’s treatment
of you in respaonse to your application(s)?

[_ | Yes

If Yes, describe when and how you complained.

G. FORTRACK A CLAIMANTS ONLY: Do you have eligible outstanding [ ] No

USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt!

D Yes

Eligible outstanding USDA / FSA Farm Loan Program debt is debt from a loan that (1) forms the basis of your claim;
(2) was part of the same loan program as the foan that forms the basis of your claim, originated at the same time or
subsequent to the loan that forms the basis of your claim but prior to January I, 1997, and has not been the subject
of an adverse administrative decision that has become final or an adverse federal or state court judgment that has
become final; OR (3) has been consolidated with or restructured into a new loan.

H. FORTRACK A CLAIMANTS ONLY: Are you seeking an additional
payment to reduce eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt?

[:] Yes D No

outstanding USDA / FSA Farm Loan Program loan.

S —— RN i
Bl e

[ :
an Authorization to Disclose Debt Information Fonm, which can be obtained from the Claims Administrator

I.  Provide any additional information that you believe is relevant to your claim; attach additional sheets, if

needed.

Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 60of8 .
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CLAIM FORM For help in completing this Form
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc=-0511 (PLF) or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com
Section ?instructdons For claimants selecring T'RALZK B only lete this seceion f you sslected TRACK Ajrontnue to sectioen 18,
‘N TRACK B
itis

, ADDITIONAL | TRUCTIONS FOR TRACK B CLAIM TS
recommended

YOU consylt To obtain relief under Track B:

an attorney
You must respond to Questions A and B, below.

to ensure

y@?’?« +  For Question 8.E on page 5, you may submit expert testimony in the form of a sworn
ewéem@g statement to support your claim of economic loss.

supporting

your claim *  You must submit independent, documentary evidence admissible under the Federal
satisfies these Rules of Evidence for every Question in Sections 8 and 9 of this Claim Form, except
requirements, that for Question 8.F (complaint) and Question 9.B (similarly-situated white farmer),

you may provide a sworn written statement based on personal knowledge by an
individual who is not a member of your family.

The USDA or FSA loan application(s) and any supporting documents that form the basis of
your claim are deemed admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence when accompanied by
a sworn statement that the loan application(s) and supporting documents were submitted to
USDA or FSA on or about the date of the application(s). USDA or FSA documents that were
provided to you in response to your loan application(s) are also deemed admissible under the
Federal Rules of Evidence when accompanied by a sworn statement that you received the
USDA or FSA documents in response to your loan application(s).

These guestions  A. Was the USDA’s treatment of you less favorable than that of a —
are required for similarly situated white farmer(s)? L -

nackis. If Yes: 1) identify the similarly situated white farmer(s); 2) explain how you are similarly situated with respect to your

farm or ranch operations; and 3) how he or she was treated more favorably by USDA.

as a percentage of your award. The amount of this percentage is negotiated between you and your attorney, but may
not exceed [Track B Fee Cap]. The payment of a fee under Track B is contingent upon the success of your dlaim.

Indicate the fee percentage that you have negotiated with your attorney %
that will be paid to your attorney if your claim is successful. °

blackfarmerscase.com Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator}, PO Box 4028, Pordand, OR 97208-4028 Page 7 of 8
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CLAIM FORM For help in completing this Form
In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation call us toll-free at 1-877-810-8110
Civil Action No. 1:08-mc-0511 (PLF) or email questions@blackfarmerscase.com
Sevsion 10 nsorucdons:] his secnon is for afl chimants,
Review the Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, | declare under penalty of perjury that

Declaration &
Substitute W9,
then sign and The answers made in this Claim Form are true and correct and all enclosures are
date below in the true and correct copies.

space provided,

(please check all applicable boxes):

The number provided in Section |: Claimant Information is the correct Social
I vour clai Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number for this claimant.

is meritorious
but you #
o compiete
the Substitute

The claimant is NOT subject to backup withholding because: (a) the claimant is
exempt from backup withholding, or (b) the claimant has not been notified by the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) that the claimant is subject to backup withholding as
a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified the

W9, your ) ] ; . \
award may claimant that he or she is no longer subject to backup withholding.
be subject The claimant is a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person.

to bockup

withholding. The Internal Revenue Service does hot require your consent to any
provision of this document other than the certifications required to
avoid backup withholding.

e of

g ™ b i H
v oor Subwswter Dutg Signed

Declaration
of submitting
attorney,

if applicable.

| swear, under penalty of perjury, that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief
formed after an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances, this claim is supported by
existing law and the factual contentions have evidentiary support.

Sigri e of Allosney Liate Signed

Reminder Checklist

For Track A, complete Sections | — 8 and 10. For Track B, complete Sections | ~ 10.
Depending on your answers, include these documents:
Section 4: Proof of Legal Representation (for deceased claimants or those unable to submit a claim due
to mental or physical limitation);
[_] Section 4: Copy of Death Certificate for Deceased Claimant;
[ ] Section 8, Question H: Completed Authorization to Disclose Debt Information Form; and/or

Submit this form by [Claim Deadline] to: For Office Use Only

Claims Administrator
PO Box 4028
Portland, OR 97208-4028

You may enclose additional sheets with any information or evidence you believe

is relevant and would like the Neutral to consider in support of your claim. Claim Identification Number

lackfarmer: m Epiq Systems (Claims Administrator), PO Box 4028, Portland, OR 97208-4028 Page 8 of 8
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Keepseagle Claims Administrator
PO Box 3560

Portland, OR 97208-3560 CONTACT INFORMATION

Keepseagle Claims Administrator
1-888-233-5506
Sue Sample , www. IndianFarmClass.com

1231 E Main St

Tulsa, OK 73702 IMPORTANT DATES

KEEP THIS PAGE FOR REFERENCE

Month Day, 2010: Fairness Hearing

Month Day, 2010: Claims Deadline
Maonth Day, 2010: TBD

" The Claim Form consists of 7 Parts:
Part 1: Claimant & Counsel Information

Part 2: For Deceased Claimants or Those Unable to Submit a Claim Due to Mental or
Physical Limitation

Part 3: Claimant Acknowledgements
Part 4: Election of Track A or Track B
Part 5: Claim Information for Track A & Track B
Part 6: Track B Only
Part 7. Declaration & Substitute Form W-9
When completing the Claim Form, print clearly using blue or black ink. Please do not staple.

Never send originals of any documents you include — submit copies. Clearly label any
documents you enclose with your name and SSN.

To be eligible for relief:
«  You must submit this form by [Claim Deadline}] to:

Keepseagle Claims Administrator
PO Box 3560
Portland, OR 97208-3560; and

«  You must sign the Claim Form in Part 7: Declaration & Substitute Form W-9 on page 8.

The submission date is the date of postmark if sent via first-class mail, the date of deposit
if sent by courier or overnight delivery, and the date of transmission if sent electronically.

Claims are limited to one per farm or ranch operation.

For any of your answers or statements, you may attach additional sheets for your explanation,
as necessary. Clearly label any additional sheets with your name and SSN.

If you have questions, please contact us toll-free at 1.888-233-5506.

You may enclose additional sheets with any information or evidence you believe is relevant and
| would like the Neutral to consider in support of your claim.

W,
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CLAIM FORM _ For help in complsting this form,
Keepseagle v. Vilsack Settlement call us toll-fres 1-888-233-5506 or
‘ stions@indi !

First Name ™™ T Middle Last Name

Business Name, If applicable Email Address

Mailing Address, including apartment, unit or box number

City State Zip Primary Phone Number

L SSNor Taxpayer ID Number Date of Birth Additional Phione Number J

If applicable, list all individuals who were, or would have been, co-applicants to the loan application which is the }
subject of this claim of unfavorable treatment. Enclose extra sheets if you need to list more than two co-applicants.

First
Co-claimant . S e I -
First Name Middie Last Name
§SN or Taxpayer 1D Number Date of Birth Primary Phone Number
Relatianship to Claimant Email Address
Second
Co-claimant
First Name Middle Last Name
SSN or Taxpayer |D Number “Date of Birth Primary Phone Number
| Refationship to Claimant Email Address y
If applicable, provide information about the lawyer representing the claimant, h
First Name Middle Last Name
Firm Name Emall Address

Mailing Address, (ncluding suite or floor number

City ‘ State” T Zip “PBrimary Phone Number ]
Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208.3560
. www.IndlanFarmClass.com

Page 1 of B




Case 1:99-cv-03119-EGS Document 576-1 Filed 11/01/10 Page 62 of 98

CLAIM FORM For help in completing this form,
Keepseagle v. Vilsack Settiement . call us toll-free 1-888-233-5506 or

Civil Action No. 1:99-cv-03119 (DDC) (EGS)
e i
|l e e T WERTAL G .
d or is unable to submit a claim because of physical or

If you are submitting a claim for a claimant who has die
| mental limitation, list that claimant in Part 1 and complete this section with your information.

First Name Middle Last Name

Malling Address, including apartment, unit or box number

City State Zip Primary Phone Number

Additional Phone Number

SSN or Taxpaye; D Number Date of Birth

L Email Address Relationship to Claimant )
\

Answer these questions if submitting a claim for a decsased claimant,
Are you the legal representative of the claimant's estate?

If Yes, enclose proof of your legal representation.
If No, explain why you believe you will be appointed the lega

{Ives [Ino

| representative of the claimant’s estate below.

Do you have a death certificate for the claimant? IIYES Tino

if Yes, Include a copy of the claimant's death certificate, If No, you cannot file a claim on behalf of this claimant.
You must submit documentation to prove you are the authorized representative of the Claimant's Estate before
W,

| any payment can be made on this claim.

o’

Answer these questions if submitting a claim for a claimant who is unable to because of a disability.

L JYES INO

| Are you the claimant's legal representative?

f Yes, enclose proof of your legal representation,
| If No, explain why the claimant is unable to submit a claim and why you assert the rightto do so for him or her.

You must submit documentation proving you are an authorized representative of the claimant before any
W

payment can be made on this cfairm.

Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
www.[ndianFarmClass.com

Page 2 of 8
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CLAIM FORM For help in completing this form,
Kt}epseagle v. Vilsack Settlement * call us toll-free 1-888-283-5506 or
i Civil Action N? . €v-03119 ( email questions@indianfarmclass.com.

R R
Tl VLD G e %g;ﬁn *3'

st e U sei e R o e “J‘{‘fﬁg? S ‘:i;’f i
Before your claim can be considered, you must acknowledge that you have read and understood several
requirements of the claims process. Please indicate your acknowledgement by checking the boxes at the -
right of each statement.
1.You acknowledge that you will be bound by the Neutral's ruling on your claim, and that the s

Neutral's deter%ninatiorg will be the final dat{:rmination on your glaim:. You fore’ver and fina?ly L. 1 ACKNOWLEDGED

waive the right to seek review of this determination in any court or befors any tribunal and

forever and finally release USDA from any and all claims and causes of action that have been or

could have been asserted against the Secretary by the proposed Class and the Class Members

in the Case arising out of the conduct alleged therein,

2.Some of the relief for successful claims may include payments made directly to USDA/
FSA to reduce outstanding debt or payments made directly to the IRS to reduce tax liability. i-w-l ACKNOWLEDGED
Notwithstanding this payment, you acknowledge you are responsible for compliance with all
applicable federal, state, and local tax requiremerts that arise as a result of any payment you
receive on your claim. This includes payment of taxes for any cash payments, debt payments,
or tax payments you may be awarced,

3.1 did not flle a ctaim in connection with the Black Farmers Settlement, Pigford v. Vilsack, No. p-
97-1978 (PLF) (D.D.C.), and will not file a claim in connection with any of the following cases:
«  Pigford I\, In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, No. 08-0511 (MC) (D.D.C.);
+  Women Farmers Settlement, Lovev. Vilsack, No. 02-2502 (RBW) (B.D.C.); or
» Hispanic Farmers Settlement, Garcia v, Vilsack, No, 00-2445 (RBW) (D.D.C.).

4.Your fallure to compléte this Claim Form and/or provide any necessary documentation will ‘t

result in denial of your claim. - ACKNOWLEDGED.

YO ER TRACK A OR TRACK B, After review ;
one hox to select the Track that you wish to pursue. Your selection iz fi cannot be changed, except that persons
selecting Track B may switch to Track A within thirty (30) days of being notified by the Claims Administrator of the number of
Track B elections. Because this decision has Important consequences, you may wish to discuss your options with a lawyer.

"] TRACK A. Complete Parts 1 -5, and 7. Skip Part®.

("I TRACK B. Complete the entire Claim Form: Parts 1 -7.
DESCRIPTION OF TRACK A. To be eligible for relief, you must establish the elements of Track A by substantial evidence; this
Track carties a lower burden of proof in comparison to Track B. If you satisfy the standards for Track A, you are eligible for:
+ A cash award up to $50,000; and
+ A tax payment of 25% of your cash award, paid to the IRS; and
« A payment to USDA for some or all of your outstanding USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt; and
» A tax payment of 26% of your debt relief award, paid to the [RS.
The amount of the cash award will be determined after all claims have been evaluated.
DESCRIPTION OF TRACK B. To be eligible for refief, you must establish the elerments of Track B by a preponderance of the
evidence: this track carries a higher burden of proof in comparison to Track A, largely through independent documentary
evidence admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence, If you satisfy the standards for Track B, you are eligible for:
+ A cash award up to $250,000; and
+ A payment to USDA for some ot all of your outstanding USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt; and
« A tax payment of 256% of your debt relief award, paid to the IRS.
The amount of your cash award is subject to reduction, depending on the amount of funding available and the number
of prevailing claims under Track B. No payments will be made until alf claims are evaluated.
Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Bo>é3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
wyew,IndianFarmClass.com

i Page 3 of 8 e



Case 1:99-cv-03119-EGS Document 576-1 Filed 11/01/10 Page 64 of 98

CLAIM FORM ~ For help in completing this form,
Keepseagle v. Vilsack Settlement call us toll-free 1-888-233-5506 or
Civil Action No. 1:99-0v-03119 (DDC) (EGS) email questions@indianfarmclass.com.

Are you an enrolled member of a state or federally-recognized tribe? 1‘_“] YES [ jno

| /f Yes, enclose proof of your membership. Such proofincludes a copy of an official tribal document that verifies
you are an enrolled member of a state or federally-recognized tribe, an ID card that identifies you as a current

enrolled member of the tribe, or a letter or statement from the fribal government that names you as an gnrolled
member of the tribe. Proceed to Question 2.

If No, you must establish your Native American ancestry and describe in detail how you identifled yourself as
Native American prior to November 24, 1999, which may include a prior instance when you identified yourself
as Native American to a government entity, such as the US Census Bureau.

Did you farm or ranch, or attempt to farm or ranch, between r w} YES I NO
January 1, 1981 and November 24, 19997 e i

If Yes, describe your farm or ranch, or how you attempted to farm or ranch; include the type and amount of crops
and fivestock you farmed or ranched, or attempted to farm or ranch,

s wrd 22 sarand

\~ er bt e £ g warie e £t A AV F T A BTSN Y i Y

N
Did you own or lease, atternpt to own or lease, have grazing rights on, or 1 ygg 1 NO
authorization to use farm or ranch land? et Lot
If Yes, describe the farm or ranch land you owned or leased, attempted to own or lease, had grazing rights on,
or authorization to use; include the location, type of land, and acreage.

\ o’

Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
www.IndianFarmClass.com
Page 4 of 8 -
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CLAIM FORM ~ For help in completing this form,
Keepseagle v. Vilsack Settlement call us toll-free 1-888-233-5506 or
Divil Actinn Mo, 1:99.01:03119 (DRCYEGS email questions@indianfarmclass.com.

Did you apply for loan(s) or loan servicing at a USDA office between {1 YES ‘M:} NO
January 1, 1981 and November 24, 19997 : i L.
Were you denied an opportunity to submit application(s) for loan{(s) or -
loan servicing, or discouraged from applying betwezen January 1, 1981 i YES { I NO
and November 24, 19997

Was the only Instance of being denled an oppottunity to submit an ong -
application or being discouraged from applying between January 1, L YES ‘W NO
1997 and Novermnber 23, 1997?

Identify below the type(s) of loan(s) or foan sewvicing you sought. Check all that apply.

i Operating Loan  [_|Emergency Loan | _|Farm Ownership Loan | i Loan Servicing

............

Describe in detail the circumstances that made you seek foan(s) or foan servicing from USDA; include the following:

« The year(s) you sought loan(s) or foan sewvicing and the general fime petiod(s) within those year(s).

» The type(s) and amount of loan(s) you sought.

+ How you planned to use the funds.

+ How your plans for your farm or ranch operation were consistent with other operations in your area in those year(s).

« Where you went to seek loan(s) or loan servicing.

- If applicable, how you were denied an opportunity to submit application(s) for foan(s) ot loan servicing of
discouraged from applying.

1

1 Were the loan(s) or loan servicing you applied for denied, provided late,

|| approved for a lesser amount than requested, encumbered by restrictive i} YES __ No
8 conditions, or did USDA fail to provide appropriate loan services, such as o
assistance with completing forms or restructuring of payments?
Was the only instance of conduct described in the previous Question ™1 YES 1 NO
between January 1, 1997 and November 23, 19877 uwl Lt

If Yes, explain the unfavorable treatment by USDA, including the year and general time period within the year.

Keepseagle Clalms Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
www. IndianFarmClass.com
Page 5 of 8
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CLAIM FORM For help in completing this form,
ngpseagle v. Vilsack Settlement " eall us tofl-free 1-888-233-5506 or
Pl Aetinn Ma 1:00.00.02118 /DO 7EGS) email questions@indianfarmclass.com.

Did USDA's treatment of you lead to financial harm? I} YES . 1 NO
| If Yes, explain the financial harm you suffered and how it was connected to USDA's treatment of you.
\;
{0l During the period January 1, 1981 through June 30, 1997 or November )
| 24, 1997 through November 24, 1999, did you file a discrimination g
complaint with USDA either individually or through a representative with ' 1 YES (... NO
regard to alleged discrimination?
If Yes, describe to whom you complained and your understanding of how the complaint would be communicated
to USDA on your behalf.
; o/
y \
Do you have any outstanding debt, interest or penalties associated with
any of the following USDA/FSA farm loan programs: operating loans, Y YES T NO
farm ownership loans, emergency loans, debts restructured under Part - B
1951-S or other farm loan program servicing options?
If Yes, you must complete the enclosed Autherization to Disclose Debt Information Form and provide as much
of the following information as possible about each eligible, outstanding USDA or FSA Farm Loan Program Ioan.
T ST R RS NS B e e A e o
il e
ahsadlanliind SR e |t det e Lo e ii SN
k,'i“ﬂ&x”‘::.“ PR e i Ll r7;{1;{| Y;\,’!Hg_gx ;) s AT ;ﬁ? ‘,a@:‘ il (Q Kottt
bl L T Mg@ sl R B LI
gﬁ*@éi‘fnﬁfﬁ? i L R wgﬁ%gfémr
l i |
\ | i { i
 S—— DR R - S AN SOV
; |
| ; z
! | ‘
‘f ¥ ;f
; i 5
% "

Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
www. indianfarmClass.com
Page 6 of 8
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CLAIM FORM ~ For help in completing this form,
Keepseagle v, Vilsack Settlement call us toll-free 1-888-233-5506 or
Oivil Action Na, 1:09-cv-03119 (DDL)EGS) email questions@indianfarmclass.com.

ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRACK B CLAIMANTS

To obtain relief under Track B:

«  You must submit independent, documentary evidence for every Question in this Claim Form.,
»  You must respond to Question 12 below.

- For Question 9, you may submit expert testimony in the form of a sworn statement.

«  For Question 10 and Question 12, you may provide a sworn staterment based on personal knowledge
by an individual who is not a member of your family.

- Al independent, documentary evidence in support of your Track B claim must be admissible -
under the Federal Rules of Evidence.

The USDA or FSA loan application(s) and any supporting documents that form the basis of your
claim are deemed admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence when accompanied by a sworn
statement that the loan application(s) and supporting documents were submitted to USDA or FSA
on or about the date of the application(s). USDA or FSA documents that were provided to you in
response to your loan application(s) are also deemed admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence
when accompanied by a sworn statement that you received the USDA or FSA documents in response
to your loan application(s).

It is strongly recommended you consult an attorney to ensure
evidence supporting your claim complies with these guidelines.

Was the USDA's treatment of you less favorable than that 1 YES 1 NO
of a similarily situated white farmer(s)? —_— ot

If Yes: 1) identify the similarly situated white farmer(s); 2) explain how you are similarily situated with respect
to your farm or ranch operations; and 3) how he or she was treated more favorably by USDA,

Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portiand, OR 972083560
ianFarmG
Page 7 of 8




Case 1:99-cv-03119-EGS Document 576-1 Filed 11/01/10 Page 68 of 98

CLAIM FORM ~ For help in completing this form,
Keepseagle v. Vilsack Settlement call us toll-free 1-888-233-5506 or

Civil Action No. 1:99-cv-03119 (DDC){ jons@india
A AT EIG AT i 128

R E T T
e N i l'.:‘f,';,,t s B ':, ".(_ A S LIS AR Al
L e ‘

=

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, | declare under penalty of perjury that the answersw
| and statements made in this Claim Form are true and correct and all enclosures are
true and correct copies; and:

1. The number provided in Part 1: Claimant & Counsel Information is the correct Social
Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Nurmnber for this claimant; and

2. The claimant is NOT subject to backup withholding because: (a) the claimant is
exempt from backup withholding, or (b) the claimant has not been notified by the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) that the claimant is subject to backup withholding as
a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified the
claimant that he or she is no longer subject to backup withholding; and

3. The claimant is a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person.

Note: You must cross out item 2 above if you have been notified by the IRS that you are
currently subject to backup withholding because you have failed to report all interest and
dividends on your tax return.

The Internal Revenue Service does not require your consent to any provision of
this document other than the certifications required to avoid backup withholding.

L Signature of Claimant or Submitter Date Signed

Reminder Checklist
For Track A, complete Parts 1 -5 and Part 7.
For Track B, complete the entire Claim Form: Parts 1-7.
Depending on your answers, enclose these documents:

{VPart 2: Proof of Legal Representation (for deceased claimant or those unable to submit
a claim due to mental or physical limitation),

[ Part 2: Death Certificate for Deceased Claimant;
| Part 5, Question 1: Proof of Enrolled Membership in a State or Federally-recognized tribe;

["|Part 5, Question 11: completed Authorization to Disclose Debt Information Form; and/or

\\\\\

[ Part 6, Track B Only. independent, documentary evidence and, where permitted, sworn
statements.

Submit this form by [Claim Deadline] to:

Keepseagle Claims Administrator
PO Box 3560
Portland, OR 97208-3560

You may enclose additional sheets with any information or evidence you believe is relevant and would like
the Neutral to consider in support of your claim.

Keepseagle Claims Administrator, PO Box 3560, Portland, OR 97208-3560
www.IndianFarmClass.com
Page 8 of 8
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For questions, call us toll-free ﬂ
at 1-888-508-4428

THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

claims process

First Name i Last Name
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Business Name, if applicable
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Mailing address, including apartment, unit or box number
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Email Address (optional)
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B. Please attach a photocopy of two (2) forms of identification for the claimant. A list of Acceptable Forms of
identification can be found in your Claims Package at Attachment 5.

C. Is Claimant: D Dead OR D Unable to submit a claim because If either, complete Submitter
of a disability Information section below.

If you are submitting a claim for a claimant who is dead or unable to submit a claim due to a disabiiity, please provide
information regarding the claimant in the section above and also provide the following information regarding yourself here.

First Name Last Name

T T O e b HEER

Business name, if applicable

SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENENENEEREE [TTT1 1]

Mailing address, including apartment, unit or box number
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City State Zip
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Phone Number Alternate Phone Number
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“mail Address (optional)
| | |

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www . farmerclaims.gov
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CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free E
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429

S DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

1. Are you the claimant's Legal Representative? D Yes D No

2. If you are the claimant's representative, you must submit the Court Order appointing you as the claimant's Legal
Representative or executor of the will, power of attorney documents, or other proof of guardianship.

3. If you are submitting a claim on behalf of a dead claimant, you must submit a copy of the death certificate and answer
the following questions:

a. s the claimant's death certificate included with this Claim Form? D Yes D No

b. If an estate exists for the claimant, please provide the Estate ‘ ‘ l ] | I l ‘ l |
Taxpayer |D Number:

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator

PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.fammerclaims.goy
Page 2 of 16 2 D




CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free '
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
F: R ha

2013

There are three tiers for payments. Each tier provides for a different payment amount and requires that you send in,
along with this completed and signed Claim Form, a different amount or type of evidence to prove your claim,

Payment Awards

TIER 1(a). If you are successful under Tier 1(a), you will receive:

. A cash award of up to $50,000, depending on the number of successful claims;

« Debt forgiveness from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt; and
. Atax payment to the IRS of 25% of the total of the cash award and debt relief.

TIER 1(b). If you are successful under Tier 1(b), you will receive:

« A cash award for proven actual damages (that is, for the losses you can prove) of up to $250,000; and

« Debt forgiveness from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt.

. The USDA will not make any tax payment to the IRS on your behalf. You will have to pay the IRS yourself for any taxes
due on your award.

TIER 2. If you are successful under Tier 2, you will receive:

+ A $50,000 cash award,

- Debt forgiveness from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt; and
- Atax payment to the IRS of 25%, of the total of the cash award and debt relief.

Go to Attachment 4 - DESCRIPTION OF TIERS - in your Claims Package for a detailed description of the Tiers.

Each tier requires that you submit a different set of documents proving your claim. You also must sign and send ina
Settlement Agreement (Attachment 1} included in the Claims Package.

Tier 1(a) Required Documents:

Did you submit a written farm loan or loan servicing application to USDA? If so, you must submit:

« This Claim Form and the Settlement Agreement.

Did you try to apply for a USDA ioan or loan servicing, but did not submit a written application to USDA? If so, you must

submit:
+ This Claim Form and the Settlement Agreement; AND

. A sworn, verified, or notarized written witness statement from someone who witnessed USDA's discrimination against
you; OR

. A written complaint of discrimination that you or your representative filed with the USDA within one (1) year of when you tried
to apply; OR

. Alelter or other document from a non-family member to you, or from you to a non-family member, that was written and dated
within one year of when you tried to apply for a loan and that shows that you tried to apply for a farm foan or loan servicing;
that you had a farm business plan which included specific crops, equipment, and the general location of the acreage; and

that a USDA official actively discouraged you from applying for the farm loan or loan servicing.

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
Page 3 of 16 2 D




CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free -
USDA Hispanic & YWomen at 1-888-508-4429
F and Rancha THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS M
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Tier 1{b) Required Documents:
« This Claim Form and the Settlement Agreement; AND

- A copy of the farm loan or servicing application or other documents from USDA showing that you submitted the
application; AND

+ A copy of your discrimination complaint you sent to USDA or a copy of a document from USDA or another U.S. Government
official showing that they received your discrimination complaint; AND

. The name of a farmer who is similarly situated to you, except that person is non-Hispanic White (if you are Hispanic/Latino)
or male (if you are female); AND

. Documents showing any actual economic damages you suffered (that is, that you spent, lost or did not make money)
because of USDA's treatment of your farm lfoan or loan servicing application.

Tier 2 Required Documents:
. This Claim Form and the Settlement Agreement, AND

« A copy of the farm loan or servicing application or other documents from USDA showing that you submitted the
application; AND

A copy of your discrimination complaint you sent to USDA or a copy of a document from USDA or another U.S. Government
official document showing that USDA received your discrimination complaint.

ONCE YOU SUBMIT THE CLAIM FORM, YOUR SELEGCTION IS FINAL AND CANNOT BE CHANGED. However, persons
who select Tier 2 and are not eligible for an award under Tier 2 will automatically be considered for an award under Tier 1(a).

. | SELECT (Choose One): [] TIER 1(a) OR D TIER 1(b) OR D TIER 2.

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
04-CA5928 PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www farmerclaims.gov
K5234 v.06 08.01.2012 Page 4 Of 16 2 D




CLAIM EORM For questions, call us toll-free n
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
Earmears and Ranchars THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARC
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A. IDENTITY
1. Are you Hispanic/ Latino? D Yes D No
2. Are you female? D Yes D No
B. WHEN DID YOU OPERATE, OR TRY TO OPERATE, A FARM?
1. If you are Hispanic/Latino or female, did you farm, or try to farm, between January 1, 1981, D Yes [:l No
and December 31, 19967
2. If you are Hispanic/Latino, did you farm, or try to farm, between October 13, 1998, D Yes D No
and October 13, 20007
3. If you are female, did you farm, or try to farm, between October 19, 1898 and D Yes [:] No
October 19, 20007
4. If you answered “Yes" to any part of Question B above, please describe your farming operation or your
effort to farm, including the type and amount of crops and/or livestock. (Attach additional pages if necessary):
C. WHEN AND WHERE DID YOU OWN OR RENT, OR TRY TO OWN OR RENT, FARM LAND?
1. If you are Hispanic/Latino or female, did you own or rent, or try to own or rent, farm land D Yes D No
between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 19967
2. If you are Hispanic/Latino, did you own or rent, or try to own or rent, farm land [:] Yes D No
between October 13, 1998, and October 13, 20007
3. If you are female, did you own or rent, or try to own or rent, farm land between D Yes D No

October 19, 1998, and October 19, 20007
4. Please check each box that applies: D Owned D Tried to Own D Rented D Tried to Rent

5. If you answered “Yes" to any part of Question C above, please describe in detail the farm land that you owned
or rented or tried to own or rent, including the a) location (the full address, the crossroads, and/or the legal description),
b) the type of land, and c) the acreage. (Attach additionat pages if necessary).

6. |favailable, please provide any documentation showing that you owned or rented the farm land such as a deed, a
lease, an easement, a purchase agreement, equipment receipts, or other proof. (Attach additional pages if
necessary).

If you answered “No” to all the questions in Questions A, B& C above, you are not eligible for this
claims process.

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.fammerclaims.gov
Page 5 of 16 2 D




D. DID YOU COMPLETE AND SUBMIT A LOAN APPLICATION TO USDA?
1.

| CLAIM FORM

hers

Did you complete and submit a written application to USDA for one or more farm loans or for farm
loan servicing during any of the following time periods:

a. If you are Hispanic/Latino or female, between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 19967 I:l Yes D No

b. If you are Hispanic/Latino, between October 13, 1998, and QOctober 13, 20007 OR D Yes D No
c. If you are female, between October 19, 1998, and October 19, 20007 I:l Yes [:l No
If you answered “Yes" to any part of Question D, did you withdraw the application before D Yes [:l No

USDA made a decision on the application?

TIER 1(b) and TIER 2 ONLY: If you seek payment under Tier 1(b) or Tier 2, and you answered “Yes" to any part of
Question D above, you must:

a. Attach a copy of the farm loan or loan servicing application or other documents from USDA showing that you
submitted the application; AND

b. You must also attach a sworn statement, signed under the penalty of perjury, swearing that the document is
authentic, and stating when you submitted it to USDA, or when you received it from USDA.

€. ATTEMPTED APPLICATION - TIER 1(a) ONLY

1.

If you seek payment under Tier 1(a) and you answered “No” to all parts of Question D, did you {ry to submit
a written application to USDA for one or more farm loans or for farm loan servicing during any of the following

time periods:

a. If you are Hispanic/Latino or female, between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 19967 D Yes D No
b. If you are Hispanic/Latino, between October 13, 1998, and October 13, 20007 OR D Yes [:l No
¢. If you are female, between October 19, 1998, and October 19, 20007 D Yes D No

For each time you tried to apply, please provide the following information:

a. The year(s) and month(s) you tried to apply;

For questions, call us toll-free

" USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
F dR r THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

b. How you planned to use the funds (i.e., identify crops, livestock, equipment, acreage, etc. that you would have
farmed or purchased for your farm business);

c. The location of the FSA or Farmers Home Administration (‘FmHA") county office where you sought the loan(s);

d. The name of any commercial or agricultural banks in the area that denied you a loan(s).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator

6.CA5928 PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
5236 .06 DB.01.2012 Page 6 of 16 2 D




] CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free E
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429

2013

e. When you tried to apply, did a USDA official state that:

i There were no funds available and no application would be provided; D Yes D No
ii. There were no application forms available; D Yes D No
ii. USDA was not accepting or processing applications; OR D Yes D No
iv. You would not qualify for a loan or loan servicing and therefore should not apply? D Yes I:] No

3. Ifyou answered “Yes" to any of the subparts (i.) through (iv.) above, please describe in detail each incident, including
when you asked for an application, and what USDA told you. (Attach additional pages if necessary):

4, If you answered “Yes" to any of the subparts (i.) through (iv.) above, you must attach one of the following documents:

«  Asworn, verified, or notarized written witness statement from someone who witnessed USDA's discrimination
against you; OR

. Awritten complaint of the alleged discrimination that you or your representative filed with the USDA within one (1) year
of when you tried to apply; OR

. Aletter or other document from a non-family member to you, or from you to a non-family member, that was written and
dated within one year of when you tried to apply for a loan and that shows that you tried 1o apply for a farm loan or
loan servicing: that you had a farm business plan which included specific crops, livestock, equipment, and the general
jocation of the acreage; and that the USDA official actively discouraged the application in the manner you describe
above.

A complaint “filed with the USDA" includes a complaint sent to another person if you can show that the person who
received the complaint forwarded it to USDA. The Claims Adjudicator will consider all available evidence, including
statements made to you about forwarding the complaint to USDA and the way that government officials normally

conduct business.
F. IN WHAT CAPACITY DID YOU APPLY?

1. If you applied or tried to apply for USDA farm loans or loan servicing, did you do so:

a. For yourself (individually)? D Yes [:l No
b. As a sole proprietor? D Yes D No
¢. On behalf of a corporation, business partnership, or other business entity? l Yes D No

i, If so, please state the form of business:

d. With a spouse or other person? D Yes D No

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www farmerclaims.gov
Page 7 of 16 2 D




LAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free -
SDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
E CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

ant Information - For Claimants who applied for USDA loans
2. Ifyou applied with a spouse or any other person, please provide the following information:

If applicable, list each individual who was, or would have been, a co-applicant to the loan application that is the subject of
this claim of unfavorable treatment.

First Co-Applicant
First Name Ml Last Name

lllllllllll!IIIIIDIIIHIIIIIIIIIHII

SSN or Taxpayer ID Number Date of Birth

(TITTTT1]] O-Cr-Ci b

Mailing address, including apartment, unit or box number

\lIIIlllll|lllIllllllilllllllllllllll

City State Zip

(Tl L (1] 1]

Phone Number Relationship to Claimant (if any)

HI\HllllllI\IHIIIHIIHIIHH\HH

Second Co-Applicant
Sirst Name Ml Last Name

EEEEEEEEEEREEE EEEEEENENEERENENEEE

SSN or Taxpayer ID Number Date of Birth

EEREREEER C-Co-Ce ]

Mailing address, including apariment, unit or box number

llIIIIIlllll|IIHIHIHIHHHIHHH

ST O (O
Phone Number Relationship to Claimant (if any

EEEEEERNERENEER EEEEEERERERNEREEERE

If you had more than two co-applicants, please provide the same categories of information for all other co-applicants on extra
pages.

3. If you applied with a spouse, you must also answer the following questions:
a, Were you and your spouse the only operators of the farm business? D Yes D No

b. Did you {and not your spouse) do most of the work on the farm operation, D Yes D No
including both the labor and management, as well as providing the operating funds?

c. Were you (and not your spouse) the primary applicant for the farm loan or {oan servicing? D Yes D No

d. Did you list your spouse as a co-borrower on the application for a USDA farm loan D Yes r No
or loan servicing?
e. Did both you and your spouse choose not to be treated as a partnership? [:l Yes D No

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www, farmerclaims gov
Page 8 of 16 2 D




CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free

USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
F s and Ranchers THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS M

G. WHAT TYPE OF LOAN(S) OR LOAN SERVICING DID YOU SEEK FROM USDA?

1. Identify the type of farm loan(s) that you requested or tried to request from USDA:

| ] operating Loan (OL) [ ] soitand water (sW) [ ] &conomic Emergency (EE)

D Farm Ownership Loan (FO) D Emergency Loan (EM)

2. When did you apply or try to apply for the loan? (Attach additional pages if necessary).

3. Where was the USDA office located? (Attach additional pages if necessary).

4, \dentify the type of loan servicing that you requested or tried to request from USDA.
D Consolidation I::] Deferral of payments

|_J Restructuring I::] Rescheduling

D Other (explain below)

5. When did you apply or try to apply for the loan servicing? (Attach additional pages if necessary).

6. Where was the USDA office located? (Attach additional pages if necessary).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www fammerclaims.doy
Page 9 of 16 2 D




CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free E
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
Fa d Ranchers ' THE CLAIMS DEADLINE 3
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H. DID YOU MEET BASIC USDA LOAN ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS?
1. At the time you applied or tried to apply for a USDA farm loan:

a. Did you have prior experience owning a farm, running a famm, working on a farm, managing a fam D Yes D No
business, or did you have farm training or education?

b. If you answered “YES" above, please describe your prior farm experience(s), training or education.
(Attach additional pages if hecessary).

2. Were you: a citizen of the United States? D Yes l:] No or a legal resident alien? D Yes D No

a. If you were nota U.S. citizenora legal resident alien, please explain your immigration status when you applied or
tried to apply for the loan.

3. Were you over 18 years old? l:] Yes [] No
4. Were you delinquent or late on any federal debt? D Yes D No
5. Had you ever received debt forgiveness (write-down or write-off your loan) from USDA? D Yes D No

a. If you received debt forgiveness, please list all instances when USDA provided loan forgiveness or write-downs of
the loans, except when your debt was paid off by USDA to resolve a discrimination claim by you. (Attach additional

pages if necessary).

8. Had you ever been convicted of planting, cultivating, growing, producing, harvesting, D Yes D No
or storing an illegal substance (for example, marijuana or another drug) under

federal or state law?

a. if you had been convicted of any such crime, please provide a brief explanation of what happened. (Attach
additional pages if necessary).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www farmerglaims.gov
Page 10 of 16 2 D




USDA Hispani

I. WHAT WAS THE RESULT OF THE LOAN APPLICATION?

1.

CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free ‘

c & Women at 1-888-508-4429

Ranc THE CLAIMS DEADLINE 1S MAR 3

If you completed and submitted an application to USDA for one or more farm loans or for loan servicing, do any
of the following apply?

a. Your application for a farm loan was denied. l:l Yes [} No
b. You were approved for a loan amount that was less than you requested or was approved late. D Yes D No
¢c. The loan you were approved for had restrictive conditions. l:l Yes D No
d. USDA failed to provide appropriate loan servicing on your existing USDA loan. I:I Yes D No

If you answered "YES" to any subpart of Question |, please provide specific facts about USDA's response to the loan or
loan servicing application. (Attach additional sheets if necessary.)

J. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT USDA DISCRIMINATED AGAINST YOU?

1.
2.

3.

Do you believe that USDA discriminated against you because you are Hispanic or Latino? D Yes D No
Do you believe that USDA discriminated against you because you are female? D Yes l:l No

If you seek payment under Tier 2, you must list specific facts showing that USDA’s action was due to discrimination.
Describe the reasons why you believe USDA discriminated against you, including anything USDA said or wrote to
you or actions USDA took. (Attach additional pages if necessary).

For Tier 1(b) claimants only. If you seek payment under Tier 1(b), do you believe that D Yes D No
USDA treated a similarly situated non-Hispanic White farmer (if you are Hispanic), or a
similarly situated male farmer (if you are female) better than you?

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www. fanmerclaims,gov
Page 11 of 16 2 D




CLAM EORM For questions, call us toll-free .
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
ers and S MARCH 285, 2013

If you seek payment under Tier 1(b), please:

a. Identify the similarly situated farmer(s):

b. Explain in detail how you were like that person with respect to your farm operation; AND

¢. Describe how USDA's treatment of your loan application was less favorable than the way USDA treated that
farmer. You may meet this requirement with a signed statement based on personal knowledge from someone who
is not your family member. (Attach additional pages if necessary.)

K. DID YOU SUFFER ECONOMIC DAMAGE?

1. Did USDA's treatment of the loan or loan servicing application(s) or of the attempt to apply, D Yes D No
cause you economic damage (that is, to spend, lose or not make money)?

2. If youanswered "YES" to Question K, please explain the type of economic damages that you suffered. (Attach
additional sheets if necessary.)

3. If you seek payment under Tier 1(b), please specify the amount of damages you suffered and the facts involved.

4. Please also list below any documents supporting the amount of economic damages you believe you suffered. Also,
attach the documents to your Claim Form. To meet the documentation requirement for Tier 1(b), you may provide the
written testimony of an expert witness that you hire to help support your damages claim.

L. DID YOU FILE A DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINT WITH USDA?

1. If you seek payment under Tier 1(a) or Tier 2, did you file a written discrimination complaint D Yes D No
about your loan or loan servicing application with USDA or with a U.S. Government official .
during the period January 1, 1981, through June 30, 1997 or during the periods October 13,
1998 through October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or October 19, 1998 through October 19,
2000 (female farmers) regarding USDA's treatment of you in response to the application?
This may include discrimination complaints that you filed yourself or that someone else filed

for you.

2. If you answered “YES," state when you or your representative filed the complaint, which U.S. Government official or
agency you filed it with, and the outcome (if any).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 972084540 or www.farmerclaims.gov 2 D ﬁ
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LUSDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
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2

ou were soeking and the potent

3. If you seek payment under Tier 2 and you answered “Yes” to Question L.1., you must attach a copy of the
complaint or of a document from USDA or another U.S. Government official showing that they received your
discrimination complaint.

4. If you seek payment under Tier 1(b), did you complain about discrimination to a U.S. D Yes D No
Government official before July 1, 1997, or during the period of January 1, 1981, through
June 30, 1997 or the periods October 13, 1998 through October 13, 2000 (Hispanic
farmers) or October 19, 1998 through October 19, 2000 (female farmers) before July 1,
1997, about your loan or loan servicing application?

a. If youanswered “Yes" to this question:

. You must attach a copy of a written complaint that you sent to a U.S. Government official, or of a document
from a U.S. Government official showing that they received your complaint; OR

«  You must attach a signed statement by someone who is not your family member who has personal knowledge
about your discrimination complaint.

M. HAVE YOU FILED A COMPLAINT IN COURT REGARDING USDA LOAN DISCRIMINATION?

1. Have you filed a discrimination complaint against USDA in any court or tribunal regarding D Yes D No
a loan application?

2. If you answered "YES," please provide the following information:

a. Date of your court or tribunal complaint ‘ l ]-l ‘ —( l I

b. Name of court or tribunal I l 1 l ‘ | l | l l \ ' l I I ‘ l ‘ ] J
c. Docket Number (T LTI TTTITTIIrll
d. Has your complaint been heard and decided, adjudicated, resolved or dismissed? D Yes Ll No

e. If available, please attach copies of your court complaint, any dismissal of that complaint, and/or any final decision
regarding your complaint.

N. HAS YOUR SPOUSE, OTHER FAMILY MEMBER, OR OTHER PERSON ON YOUR BEHALF SUBMITTED A CLAIM IN
ANOTHER USDA SETTLEMENT PROGRAM?

1. Has your spouse or any other family member, or any other person acting for you filed a D Yes D No
claim with USDA or in a court or tribunal, or filed a claim in a settlement seeking relief for
discrimination, concerning the same loan or loan service you are complaining about in this

Claim Form?

2. If you answered “YES," please provide the case number, a copy of the claim if available, or any other information about
that claim and any final decision on it. (Attach additional pages if necessary).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
' 013-CA5928 PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 972084540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
A Page 13 of 16 2D




CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toll-free

USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
B 2= THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

O. DO YOU HAVE FARM LOAN PROGRAM DEBT WITH USDA?
1. Are you seeking forgiveness (write-down or write-off) of open USDA/FSA farm loan program debt? D Yes D No

2. If so, please provide as much of the following information as possible regarding your open USDA/FSA Farm Loan

Program debts: (Attach additional pages if necessary)

If you have open accounts with USDA , you must complete the Authorization to Disclose Debt information Form (Attachment 2)
included in the Claims Package so that FSA has permission to provide the Claims Adjudicator with information about your loans,

Additional I

Please provide any additional information or documentation that you believe is necessary to prove your claims (attach

additional sheets if necessary).

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
n 014-CA5928 PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
e Page 14 of 16




in order to participate in this claims process, you must agree to the following requirements. After you review each

4 CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toli-free n

USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
E i E IS MARCH 25, 2013

requirement, please indicate whether you agree by checking the box to the right of it.

A,

Your claim(s) will be processed by the Administrator and will be decided by the D Yes, | agree.
Adjudicator, and their decisions will be binding and final. You waive the right to seek
review of these determinations in any court or before any tribunal.

In order to participate in the claims process, you must give up all claims of lending I:] Yes, | agree.
discrimination against USDA that arose during the time period covered by the claims
process. If you are claiming discrimination based on being Hispanic, that time period is
between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996, or between Oclober 13, 1998, and
October 13, 2000, If you are claiming discrimination based on being a woman, that time
period is between January 1, 1981, and December 31, 1996, or between Qctober 19, 1998,
and October 19, 2000. A Settlement Agreement (Attachment 1) waiving such claims is
included in the Claims Package. You must also dismiss with prejudice any claims you have
filed against USDA in any court or administrative proceeding alleging the same discrimination
as alleged in this Claim Form. This means that you must give up your complaint and will not
be able to file another case based on the same claim(s) in any court or before any tribunal.

If your claim is approved, you may receive a cash award of up to $250,000, depending L_l Yes, | agree.
upon the Tier you choose, If you currently have debt with USDA/Farm Service Agency

from the time period in Acknowledgment B (above), you may also be eligible for debt relief

for part or all of that debt. Such relief may not cancel your remaining debts to IUSDA/FSA

in full,

If your claim is approved, an additional payment may be made on your behalf to the IRS I:] Yes, | agree.
to reduce the taxes you may owe on the cash award and any debt relief you receive,

depending upon the Tier under which you seek to recover. This payment is not intended

to completely pay off all taxes that you may owe as a result of a successful claim. ltis your

responsibility to pay any taxes that result from a successful claim.

You must complete the Claim Form and provide all necessary dogumentation. I:] Yes, | agree.

If you are both Hispanic and female, you can file only one claim in this claims process. [:] Yes, | agree.
if your claim is approved, you can receive only one recovery through the claims process.

If more than one claimant operates a single farm operation, only one claim can be filed, L_l Yes, | agree.

and only one recovery is available through the claims process.

No claim will be accepted if you, your spouse, or anyone on your behalf participated in D Yes, | agree.
any of the following cases or seltlements: Pigford v. Glickman, Nos. 97-1978, 98-1693

(D.D.C.) ("Piglord"), In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, No. 08-0511 (D.D.C.)

(“Pigford II"), Keepseagle v. Vilsack, No, 99-3119 (D.D.C.) (“Keepseagle").

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
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CLAIM FORM For questions, call us toli-free ﬂ
USDA Hispanic & Women at 1-888-508-4429
Ran ] THE CLAIMS

13

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, | swear under penalty of perjury that the Information contained in the foregoing Claim
Form is true and correct, and that any documents submitted along with the Claim Form are true and accurate copies
of such documents,

By signing this Claim Form, | certify that:
1. The number shown on this Claim Form is the claimant's correct Social Security Number or Taxpayer Identification Number, AND
2. The claimant is NOT subject to backup withholding because: (a) the claimant is exempt from backup withholding, or (b) the

claimant has not been notified by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) that the claimant is subject to backup withhoiding as
a result of a failure to report all interest or dividends, or (c) the IRS has notified the claimant that he or she is no longer

subject to backup withholding; AND
3 The claimant is a U.S. citizen or other U.S. person.

Note: You must cross out item 2 above, if you have been notified by the IRS that you are currently subject to backup
withholding because you have failed to report all interest and dividends on your tax return.

The Internal Revenue Service does not require your consent to any provision of this document other than the
certifications required to avoid backup withholding.
1 Signed: l l I-—-‘ l l-—‘ l ]

MM DD YY

ignature of Claimant/Submitter

If the claim is filed by an attorney on behalf of a claimant:

| swear under penalty of perjury, that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief formed after an inquiry
reasonable under the circumstances, the claim is supported by existing law, and the factual contentions have

evidentiary support.
Today's Date: l l ‘-—l l ]-l l l
MM DD YY

Signature of Attorney

Attorney First Name L.ast Name

11HIHII|!1IIHJDF\HIIIIHIIHHH

Firm Name (if applicable)

IllllllllllllllIIIHIH\HHI!IHI\H

Mailing Address

IHHIHIHIHIIlllllllllllllll\\llll

City State Zip Code

EEEEEEEEEREENEERREEEgS HEER

Phone Number Alternate Phone Number

- - | CT-CT -]
‘mail Address (optional)

| | I

USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540 or www.farmerclaims.gov
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 1:

Claims Administrator SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

P.O. Box 4540

Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013
INTRODUCTION

This Settlement Agreement (Agreement) is entered into by and between the undersigned (Claimant) and
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) (collectively, the Parties).

As set forth in the “Framework for Hispanic or Female Farmers’ Claims Process” (Framework), the United
States has established a voluntary administrative claims process (Claims Process) to resolve claims of
certain Hispanic or female farmers who allege discrimination by the USDA in responding to applications for
farm loans or loan servicing (credit-related discrimination) during certain time periods.

Claimant, a farmer who alleges credit-related discrimination due to being female or Hispanic by USDA dur-
ing those time periods, desires to participate in the Claims Process by filing a Claim in accordance with the
terms and conditions of the Framework.

Itis in the Parties’ mutual interests to resolve such allegations and claims through the Claims Process.

Accordingly, the Parties agree as follows:
TERMS

1. Submission of Claim. Within the time allowed under the Framework, Claimant will submit a completed
and signed Claim Form and all documents and information required by the Framework (Claim Package),
including the original of this Agreement. If any claims of credit-related discrimination by Claimant against
USDA are pending in any court or administrative proceeding, this Claim Package must also include a
signed Stipulation or Notice of Dismissal with Prejudice, whichever is appropriate, for such claims. For
Claim Packages that have been forwarded by the Administrator to the Adjudicator, the Administrator will
file the Stipulation or Notice of Dismissal in the court or other tribunal.

2 Ruling on Claim. The decisions made by the Administrator and the Adjudicator on the Claim are final
and binding upon Claimant and USDA, and neither party shall have a right of appeal to any court or other
entity. Claimant's participation in the Claims Process in accordance with the Framework is the sole consid-
eration from USDA to Claimant under this Agreement. Claimant will not seek any payment of compensa-
tion or damages, attorneys' fees, costs or expenses beyond that which is available through this Claims
Process as set forth in the Framework. '

3. Release. In exchange for the consideration described in the foregoing Paragraphs, Claimant and his or
her heirs, administrators, successors, assigns and representatives hereby release and forever discharge
the United States, USDA and any department, agency, or establishment thereof, and any current or for-
mer officers, employees, agents, Or SUCCESSOrs thereof, in their official and individual capacities, from

any credit-related discrimination claims, whether known or unknown, suspected or unsuspected, for com-
pensation or damages, attorneys’ fees, expenses or costs incurred. If a Claim Package is rejected by the
Administrator as untimeI?r, or is determined by the Administrator to be timely but incomplete, and Claimant
does not submit a complete Claim Package within the time allowed under the Framework, stich claims

against USDA will not be released.

4. Merger. The Terms of this Agreement constitute the entire agreement of the Parties with respect to
compensation or damages, attorneys’ fees, expenses and costs: and no statement, remark, agreement, or
understanding, oral or written, that is not contained herein shall be recognized or enforced.

5. No Admissions. This Agreement enables the Parties to resolve, without the time and expense of litiga-
tion, their dispute regarding Claimant's allegations and claims of credit-related discrimination by USDA.

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4428, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.

Page 1 0f 2
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 1:

Claims Administrator SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
P.O. Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

This Agreement is not intended, and shall not be construed, as an admission by USDA of the truth of any
allegation or of the validity of any claim asserted by Claimant, or liability on such claim; nor is it a conces-
sion or an admission by USDA of any fault or omission in any act or failure to act, Neither shall any of the
terms hereof be offered or received in evidence, or filed or referred to in any court or administrative pro-

ceeding, or construed for any purpose whatsoever as an admission or presumption of wrongdoing on the

part of USDA or its agents or employees.

6. Amendments. If the Claim Package is forwarded by the Administrator to the Adjudicator, this Agreement
shall not be modified or amended except by an instrument in writing signed by the Parties; nor shall any
provision hereof be waived other than by a writing expressly setting forth such waiver and signed by the
Party to be charged with such waiver.

7. Acknowledgments. Claimant acknowledges that he or she has read this Agreement, understands its
contents, and executes it of his or her own free act and deed.

CLAIMANT:
Signature Date
Name:
Address:
Telephone:

Email:

If Claimant is represented by counsel:

BY COUNSEL FOR CLAIMANT.

Signature Date
Name.
Address:
Telephone:

Email;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

BY COUNSEL:

Signature Date
Name:
Address:
Telephone:

Email;

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.

Page 2 of 2
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 2: AUTHORIZATION TO DISCLOSE DEBT INFORMATION FORM
Claims Resolution Process

o

THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

T

Claimant’'s Last Name:

0_m_,3m:ﬂ.m Suffix:

Claimant’s Full Address (including zip code): Claimant's Social Security/Taxpayer |.D. Number:

Address or Other Description of Farm Property that is the Subject of the Claim: Claimant's USDA/FSA Account Number(s):

| hereby request and authoerize USDA/FSA to provide the information about my outstanding USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program loans to the Claims
Administrator in the USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Resolution Process. | ackncwledge and understand that filing a claim
or submitting this form does not mean that USDA/FSA will reduce, discharge, or forgive my debt and that interest on my debt will continue to accrue
unless and until | have paid the debt in fuil.

Claimant’s Signature: Date:

Contact Information for Claims Administrator (name, address, and phone number):
USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers, Claims Administrator, PO BOX 4540; Portland, Oregon §7208-4540 (toll free at 1-888-508-4429)

me: .

AN Q

This mmmno.:mm is as %

BORROWER PRINCIPAL INTEREST DAILY INTEREST
{ OAN NUMBER CASE NUMBER BALANCE BALANCE TOTAL ACCRUAL
LJSDA/FSA Authorizing Official Signature: Date Prepared: Page # of #

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
K5451 v.01 08.09.2012



USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers INSTRUCTIONS, SUMMARY

Claims Administrator & DEFINITIONS
PO Box 4540

Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE 1S MARCH 25, 2013

Sidesea una copia de este paquete de reclamacion en espafiol, por favor llame gratis al 1-888-508-4429.

Please follow the instructions below in completing your Claim Form:

1. You must complete all five (5) parts of the Claim Form and sign it, provide all requested
documents and sign the Settlement Agreement for your claim to be considered for an award.

2. When completing the Claim Form, print clearly using blue or black ink. Please do not staple.

3. Never send originals of any documents you include — submit copies. Clearly label any documents
you enclose with your name and SSN.

4. Your Claim Form must be returned postmarked no later than March 25, 2013 to:

Claims Administrator
PO Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540

5. The return date is (i) the date of postmark if sent via first-class mail, or (ii) the date of deposit if
sent by courier or overnight delivery.

6. Claims are limited to one (1) per farm operation.

7. For any of your answers or statements, you may attach additional sheets for your explanation, as
necessary. Clearly label any additional sheets with your name and SSN.

8. If you have questions, please contact the Claims Administrator toll-free at 1-888-508-4429.

This summary provides an overview of the five (5) parts of the Claim Form:

PART 1 — CLAIMANT INFORMATION

1. This section asks for basic information about the Claimant.

2 You must complete the Claimant Information section about the person seeking to participate in the
Claims Process.

3. You must keep the Claims Administrator informed about any changes in your mailing address and
telephone number because that is the information that the Claims Administrator will use to contact

you about your claim.

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.

Page 1 of 4
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers INSTRUCTIONS, SUMMARY

Ctaims Administrator & DEFINITIONS
PO Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

4. Please complete the Submitter Information with your information if the Claimant is dead or unable
to fill out his or her own Claim Form due to a disability.

5. If you are the Claimant's Legal Representative, you must submit the Court Order appointing you
as the Claimant's Legal Representative or executor of the will, power of attorney documents, or

other proof of guardianship.

6. If you are submitting a claim on behalf of a dead Claimant, you must submit a copy of the death
certificate.

PART 2 — TIER SELECTION

1. There are three tiers for payments. In this part, you must make your selection. Once you submit
the Claim Form, your selection is final.

2. You may only choose to participate in one (1) Tier.

PART 3 — CLAIM INFORMATION

1. Please answer all questions and provide details to support your claim.

2. Please provide all requested documents.

PART 4 - ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

You must agree to all eight (8) statements in the Claim Form for your claim to be considered:

1. Acknowledgement A — Finality - This acknowledgement states that all decisions by the Administrator
(Epiq Systems, Inc.) or the Adjudicator (JAMS, Inc.) are final. Neither the Claimant nor USDA can
appeal decisions made by the Administrator or the Adjudicator.

2. Acknowledgement B — Release of rights - This acknowledgement states that you give up the right
to file a lawsuit on your claims of USDA farm loan discrimination that arose during the same time
period covered by this Claims Process. You must sign the Settlement Agreement included in your

Claim Package.

3. Acknowledgement C — Awards - This acknowledgement states the maximum monetary award
depending on the Tier you choose. It also states that successful Claimants who currently hold debt
with the Farm Service Agency (“FSA") may be eligible for debt forgiveness on certain qualifying loans.

4. Acknowledgement D — Taxes - This acknowledgement states that successful Claimants may receive
an additional payment for taxes under Tiers 1(a) and 2. This payment is not intended to pay all of

your taxes.

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toli fres, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.

Page 2 of 4
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers INSTRUCTIONS, SUMMARY

Claims Administrator & DEFINITIONS
PO Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

5. Acknowledgement E —~ Documentation - If specific documentation is required on the Claim Form, you
must submit the documentation.

6. Acknowledgement F — Single recovery - An individual who is both Hispanic and female can only
recover once in this process.

7. Acknowledgement G — One Claim - The Claims Process provides for only one payment for each farm
operation with a successful claim.

8. Acknowledgement H — Other Actions - If you, a spouse, or anyone on your behalf has already

participated in Pigford |, in re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, or Keepseagle by filing a claim,
then you cannot participate in this program and any claim filed will be denied.

PART 5 —- DECLARATION

1. In this part, you must sign the Claim Form.

2. If an attorney assists you in completing and submitting this Claim Form, the attorney must also sign the
Claim Form. Note that you are not required to have an attorney assist you.

Administrator (also referred to as the Claims Administrator) — The neutral party who will process the
Claim Package that you submit. For this process, the Administrator is Epig Systems, Inc.

Adjudicator (also referred to as the Claims Adjudicator) — The neutral party who will decide whether
Claimants in this Claims Process will receive an award and if so, what type of award (cash award, debt
relief, tax relief) and how much. For this process, the Adjudicator is JAMS, Inc.

Co-Applicant — An individual who jointly applied to the USDAfor a farm loan or loan servicing with a
Claimant to this Claims Process. Claims from individuals who jointly own and operate a farm together will
be treated as one claim in this process.

Debt forgiveness — USDA actions to cancel all, or part of, your existing farm loan debt.

Economic damages — Include any amount of money that you had to spend, lost or did not make because
of the alleged USDA discrimination.

Farm/Farmer — Ranch operations and ranchers are also eligible for this Claims Process. Where farm or
farmers appears in this Claim Form, it also includes ranches and ranchers.

Loan Servicing — USDA actions on an existing USDA farm loan, including loan consolidation, restructur-
ing, rescheduling, deferral of payments, or other services.

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers INSTRUCTIONS, SUMMARY

Claims Administrator & DEFINITIONS
PO Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

Participation in other USDA settlements or other proceedings — “Participated in” means that you, a
spouse, or anyone on your behalf asserted a claim in Pigford |, In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litiga- -
tion (“Pigford 1I"), or Keepseagle. Claim Packages submitted for consideration in this Claims Process by
persons who participated in Pigford | or Pigford Il will be disallowed by the Claims Administrator. Native
American farmers who are also Hispanic or female cannot participate in this Claims Process and Keep-
seagle with respect to the same underlying claim of discrimination. “Participated in" also means thata
farmer asserted a claim in any other administrative or civil proceeding alleging lending discrimination by
USDA during the Relevant Period and received a final resolution of the claim. The Claims Administrator
will check your name and the address of your farm to determine whether you filed a claim or a claim was
filed on your behalf in these other cases or other administrative or civil proceedings.

Preponderance of the evidence standard — Evidence (for example, documents or sworn statements)
that proves that something is more likely true than not true.

Relevant Period for Discrimination —
January 1, 1981 — December 31, 1996 — All Claimants
October 13, 1998 — October 13, 2000 — Hispanic Claimants only
October 19, 1998 — October 19, 2000 — Female Claimants only
Settlement Agreement — A document contained in your Claim Package that you must sign and submit

for your claim to be considered. By signing the Settlement Agreement, you are waiving your right to sue
USDA or the U.S. Government for lending discrimination that happened during the same time period cov-

ered by this Claims Process.

Similarly situated farmer or rancher — It means a farmer or rancher who is like you and had a similar
farm or ranch, but is of a different race, ethnicity or gender.

Sole proprietor — Someone who owns and runs a business by himself or herself.

Substantial evidence standard — Evidence thata reasonable person might accept as adequate to sup-
port a conclusion after taking into account other evidence that does not support that conclusion.

Sworn, verified, or notarized written witness statement — A document that states facts that an individu-
al swears to be true and accurate. Such statements are often signed and stamped by a notary public.

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 3:

Claims Administrator APPLICATION CHECKLIST
P.O. Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

Before submitting your Claim Form, please ensure that you have provided all the required docu-
ments. Failure to provide all the required documents may result in a delay or denial of your claim.

Proof of Identity
[[1 Photocopies of two (2) forms of identification (see Acceptable Forms of Identification — Attachment

5 for specific requirements)

For Persons Submitting A Claim On Behalf Of Another Person
[] Proof of Legal Representation
[] Death Certificate, if applicable

Settlement Agreement
[] Signed copy of the Settlement Agreement (Attachment 1)

Tier Election
[] | selected either Tier 1(a), Tier 1(b), or Tier 2
(] 1did not select more than one

For All Tiers
(] Documentation of farm fand ownership interest, if available
[] Copies of the Court Complaint, Dismissal, and/or Decision, if available
7] Documentation of prior claims against USDA, if applicable
Authorization to Disclose Debt Information Form (Attachment 2), if Debt Relief is requested
] Signed copy of the Stipulation or Notice of Dismissal with Prejudice for any claims pending in any

court or tribunal, if applicable

Tier 1(a) (Attempted Application Only)
[} Asworn, verified, or notarized witness statement, OR a contemporaneous written discrimination

complaint to USDA, OR a document from a non-family member to you, or from you o a non-family
member that supports your contentions

Tier 1(b)

[] Copy of the Loan Application or a USDA document that shows that you applied AND a sworn
statement that the document is authentic

[]  Copy of your discrimination complaint you sent to USDA or a copy of a document from USDA OR
another U.S. Government official showing that they received your discrimination complaint OR a
signed statement by someone who is not your family member who has personal knowledge about
your discrimination complaint

[} Documents showing the actual economic damages you suffered

Tier 2
[7] Copy of the Loan Application or a USDA document that shows that you applied AND a sworn

statement that the document is authentic
[[] Copy of your discrimination complaint you sent to USDA or a copy of a document from USDA OR

another U.S. Government official showing that they received your discrimination complaint

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 4:

Claims Administrator DESCRIPTION OF TIERS
P.O. Box 4540
Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

To be eligible for payment under Tier 1(a), you must establish the elements in Section VIil.B. of the rramé-
work by substantial evidence. If you establish the elements for Tier 1(a), you will receive:

. Acash award of up to $50,000, depending on the number of successful claims;
« Debt relief from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt; and
+ Atax payment to the IRS of 25% of the total of the cash award and debt relief.

The dollar amount of Tier 1(a) cash awards will be the same for each successful Claimant, and will be de-
termined after all Tier 1(a) claims have been adjudicated. The dollar amount for each award is subject to
reduction from $50,000 depending on the total number of successful claims under Tier 1(a). No payments
will be made under Tier 1(a) until all Tier 1(a) claims have been decided. Tier 1(a) is the only Tier under
which Claimants who sought to apply for a USDA loan but were actively discouraged from submit-

ting an application may be eligible for payment.

To be eligible for payment under Tier 1(b), you must establish the elements in Section VIII.C. of the Frame-
work by a preponderance of the evidence and (except as provided below) through independent documen-
tary evidence admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence. You must also:

1) provide a copy of your application for USDA loan assistance, or a document from USDA showing
that you submitted an application;

2) establish that you complained of discrimination to an official of the U.S. Government prior
to July 1, 1997 or between October 13, 1998 through October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or
October 19, 1998 through October 19, 2000 (female farmers),

3) establish that the treatment of your application for a loan or loan servicing was less favorable than
that accorded a specifically identified, similarly situated non-Hispanic Caucasian farmer (if you are

Hispanic) or male farmer (if you are female); and

4) establish that USDA's treatment of the loan or loan servicing application caused you economic
damage.

You may submit expert testimony to explain the independent documentary evidence showing your eco-
nomic damage. Items 2 and 3 may be established by a preponderance of the evidence with a sworn
statement based on personal knowledge by an individual who is not a member of your family. Your loan
application and supporting documents forming the basis of your claim are deemed admissible under the
Federal Rules of Evidence upon a sworn statement by you that these documents were submitted to USDA
conterporaneously with the date of the complete application. USDA documents that were provided to
you in response to your loan application are also deemed admissible under the Federal Rules of Evidence
upon a sworn statement by you that you received these USDA documents in response to your loan appli-

cation contemporaneously with the date of the response,
call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.

If you have questions, please
Page 1 0of 2
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 4:

Claims Administrator DESCRIPTION OF TIERS
P.O. Box 4540

Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

If you establish the elements for Tier 1(b), you will receive:

. Acash award of up to $250,000 for proven actual damages; and
. Debt relief from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt.

- No tax payment will be made.

Total payments under Tier 1(b) are subject to a $100 million cap, and awards may be reduced from
$250,000 on a pro-rata basis depending on the number of successful Claimants and the total dollar
amounts of their actual damages.

To be eligible for payment under Tier 2, you must establish the elements in Section VIILA. of the
Framework by substantial evidence, and also provide:

1) a copy of your application for USDA loan assistance, or a document from USDA showing that you
submitted an application;

2) a copy of a discrimination complaint that was filed with USDA or a U.S. Government official by
July 1, 1997 or between October 13, 1998 through October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or
October 19, 1998 through October 19, 2000 (female farmers); or a document or correspondence
from a U.S. Government agency acknowledging receipt (or otherwise reflecting the filing) of such
complaint; and

3) specific facts showing that the USDA action was due to discrimination.

If you meet the elements for Tier 2, you will receive:

« A $50,000 cash award;

. Debt relief from USDA for some or all of your eligible USDA/FSA Farm Loan Program debt, and

. Atax payment to the IRS of 26% of the total of the cash award and debt relief.

If you select Tier 2 and your claim is denied by the Claims Adjudicator, it will automatically be reviewed
under Tier 1(a).

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
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USDA Hispanic & Women Farmers and Ranchers ATTACHMENT 5:

Claims Administrator ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF IDENTIFICATION
.. P.O. Box 4540
" Portland, OR 97208-4540 THE CLAIMS DEADLINE IS MARCH 25, 2013

When submitting your Claim Form, you must include photocopies of TWO (2} acceptable forms of
identification. The following are acceptable forms of identification:

*

U.S. Passport

Driver's License or ID card issued by a state or possession of the United States provided it contains
a photograph

U.S. Military ID card
U.S. Military dependant's ID card
U.S. Social Security Card issued by the Social Security Administration

Original or certified copy of a Birth Certificate issued by a state, county, municipal authority, or
outlying possession of the United States bearing an official seal

U.S. citizen ID card (Form 1-197)

ID Card for use of Resident Citizen in the United States (Form 1-179)

Certification of Birth Abroad issued by the Department of State (Form FS-545 or Form DS-1350)
Unexpired employment authorization document issued by the Department of Homeland Security
Native American tribal document

Voter registration card

Tax bill issued within the last year showing current address

Utility bill issued within the last 60 days showing current address

Voided check imprinted with name and current address

Bank statement issued within the last 60 days showing current address

Government issued medical ID card showing current address

Valid vehicle registration showing current address

Vehicle insurance card

Current pay stub, imprinted with company name, issued within the last 60 days and showing
Claimant's name

Rent receipt, imprinted with the property management company or apartment building name, issued
within the last 60 days showing current address

If you have questions, please call the Claims Administrator at 1-888-508-4429, toll free, or reference www.farmerclaims.gov.
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Exhibit E



Summary of
Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Discrimination Claim Process
for
USDA Farm Loans and Loan Servicing Programs

Background on Discrimination Lawsuits and Claims Proc¢sses

As part of USDA’s efforts to make civil rights matters a top priority, USDA is committed to
resolving past claims of discrimination in its farm loan programs. In recent years, USDA
entered into settlement agreements in certified class action and multi-party lawsuits filed on
behalf of African American and Native American farmers who claimed discrimination in
USDA farm loan programs and certain non-loan programs. Class counsel in those cases assisted
thousands of farmers to file their individual claims under those settlement agreements.

Lawsuits alleging past discrimination in USDA Farm Loan Programs were also filed on behalf
of Hispanic famers and women farmers. However, these cases were not certified as class
actions. This means that individual Hispanic and women farmers who believe they were
discriminated against in the USDA loan programs were left with one option: to take their claims
individually to federal court. Because of the significant financial and time resources required to
bring an individual lawsuit, many might be discouraged from pursuing their claims. USDA
developed this administrative claims process to offer Hispanic and women farmers a way to
voluntarily resolve their discrimination claims more simply.

Who Should Consider Filing a Claim?

If you believe that the USDA improperly denied farm loan program benefits to you between
1981 and 1996 or between mid-October 1998 and mid-October 2000 because you are Hispanic
or female, you may be eligible to apply for compensation by filing a claim.

This means you may be eligible if:

1. You sought a farm loan or farm loan servicing during the period 1981 through 1996 or
mid-October 1998 through mid-October 2000;

2. The loan or loan servicing was denied, approved for a lesser amount than requested,
approved with restrictive conditions, or provided late; USDA failed to provide
appropriate loan servicing; or USDA actively discouraged you from applying for the
loan or loan servicing; and

3. You believe these actions were based on your being Hispanic or female.



What Are the Farm Loan and Loan Servicing Programs Covered by This Claim Process?

The farm loan and loan servicing programs covered by this claim process are the direct loan
programs administered by USDA’s agencies called the Farmers Home Administration (FmHA)
or the Farm Service Agency (FSA). This claims process does not cover guaranteed loan
programs administered by these agencies.

The specific farm loan programs covered are:
 Operating Loan (OL) (excluding Youth Loans)
o Farm Ownership Loan (FO)
o Emergency Loan (EM)
« Economic Emergency Loan (EE)
« Soil and Water Loan (SW)
The farm loan servicing programs covered include:
« Primary Loan Servicing (debt restructuring)
« Preservation Loan Servicing (Homestead Protection and Farmland Leaseback/Buyback)
o Debt settlement

« Release of income from the sale of crops and livestock to pay essential family living and
farm operating expenses

o Transfer and Assumption

¢ Disaster Set-Aside

What Award Will I Receive If My Claim Is Successful?

To participate in the claim process, you must choose to proceed under one of the following
tiers, each of which has different requirements and potential awards. For all of the tiers, if your
claim is successful, you will receive a cash award and debt relief on eligible farm loan debt.
You will also receive tax relief if you are successful on a Tier 2 or Tier 1(a) claim.

Note that claims based on an attempt to apply for a loan or loan servicing, where USDA
actively discouraged you from submitting an application, may only be submitted under Tier

I(a).
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Tier 1(a)

If you are successful on a Tier 1(a) claim, you will receive:

1. A cash award of up to $50,000;

2. Debt relief — cancelling some or all of the outstanding debt you currently owe to
USDA. Debt relief will be provided for: (1) the farm loans that were affected by
the USDA action that formed the basis for your successful claim; and (2) any
subsequent loans of the same loan type that you obtained from USDA through
October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or October 19, 2000 (women farmers);

and

3. A tax payment made directly to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on your
behalf in the amount of 25% of the cash award and debt relief that you receive.

The total amount paid to all successful claimants underr Tier 1(a) is subject to a $1.13
billion cap. Each successful Tier 1(a) claimant will regeive the same cash award
amount. If there are so many successful Tier 1(a) claithants that they cannot all receive
a $50,000 cash award without going over the $1.13 billion cap, each successful Tier 1(a)
claimant’s cash award will be reduced by an equal amount to bring the total amount
within the cap. This cap may be increased to a maximum of $1.33 billion if the full
amount of funds available for other tiers is not fully used.

Tier 1(b)

If you are successful on a Tier 1(b) claim, you will receive:

1. A cash award in the amount of the actual econgmic damages you proved you
suffered from USDA’s discrimination, up to a maximum award of $250,000;

and

2. Debt relief — cancelling some or all of the outstianding debt you currently owe to
USDA. Debt relief will be provided for: (1) loans that were affected by the
USDA action that formed the basis for your su&cessful claim; and (2) any
subsequent loans of the same loan type that you obtained from USDA through
October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or October 19, 2000 (women farmers).

No tax relief is available for Tier 1(b) claims.

Total payments under Tier 1(b) are subject to a $100 million cap. If there are so many
successful Tier 1(b) claimants that the cash awards cannot be paid in full without going
over the $100 million cap, each successful Tier 1(b) claimant’s cash award will be

reduced by the same percentage to bring the total amowlmt within the cap.

i
'
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Tier 2
If you are successful on a Tier 2 claim, you will receive:

1. A $50,000 cash award;

2. Debt relief — cancelling some or all of the outstanding debt you currently owe to
USDA. Debit relief will be provided for: (1) the farm loans that were affected by
the USDA action that formed the basis for your successful claim; and (2) any
subsequent loans of the same loan type that you obtained from USDA through
October 13, 2000 (Hispanic farmers) or October 19, 2000 (women farmers);

and

3. A tax payment made directly to the IRS on your behalf in the amount of 25% of
the cash award and debt relief that you receive.

There is no limit to the number of claimants under Tier 2, and there is no cap on the
total dollar amount that can be paid to prevailing claimants under Tier 2.

If your Tier 2 claim is not successful, your claim will automatically be reviewed under
Tier 1(a).

What Are the Criteria I Must Meet To Be Successful on My Claim?

The claim form that you will be required to file to make your claim includes specific questions
designed to address each of the requirements that you must satisfy to be successful on your
claim. In addition to the specific items of evidence for each Tier, discussed below, you must
show that you meet all of the following criteria:

You are Hispanic or female;

If you are Hispanic, you farmed, or attempted to farm, between January 1, 1981, and
December 31, 1996, or between October 13, 1998, and October 13, 2000;

If you are female, you farmed, or attempted to farm, between January 1, 1981, and
December 31, 1996, or between October 19, 1998, and October 19, 2000;

You were the owner-operator or a tenant-operator of farm property, or you attempted to
own or lease farm land, during the same time periods listed above (you must provide a
description of the type and location of the farmland); |

For Tier 1(a) claims: during one of the time periods listed above, you applied for a farm
loan or for farm loan servicing at a USDA office, or you made a bona fide effort to
apply for a farm loan or for farm loan servicing and UBSDA actively discouraged the
application; '
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For Tier 1(b) and Tier 2 claims: during one of the time periods listed above, you applied
for a farm loan or for farm loan servicing at a USDA office;

Your application for a farm loan or loan servicing from USDA was denied, provided
late, or approved for a lesser amount than requested or restricted; or USDA failed to
provide you appropriate loan servicing; ‘

At the time you applied or attempted to apply for a farm loan or loan servicing from
USDA, you met the basic eligibility criteria for the program that you were applying for;

You believe that USDA discriminated against you because you are Hispanic or female;
USDA’s treatment of your loan or loan application led to economic damage to you;

You filed a discrimination complaint with USDA, either directly or through a
representative, alleging that USDA discriminated against you in connection with a loan
or loan servicing application based on your being Hispanic or female;

and

No one involved in your farming operation has received a final resolution on a
discrimination claim through the Pigford I, In re Blac; Farmers Discrimination
Litigation (Pigford II), or Keepseagle claims processes, or through another
administrative or other court proceeding. (This requirement is discussed in more detail
in a later section.)

What Evidence Is Required to Support My Claim?

Each Tier in the claim process has different requirements for the types and amount of
documents that a claimant must provide to support his or her ¢laim. The larger the possible
award under a Tier category, as described above, the more dogumentatlon that the claimant
must provide to prove the allegations.

Tier 2
To support a Tier 2 claim, you must provide (in additipn to your completed claim form):

1. A copy of your application and supporting documents for USDA loan or loan
servicing assistance or other documents from USDA showing that you submitted

an application;

2. One of the following: (1) a copy of a discrimination complaint that you sent to
USDA or another U.S. government official on or before July 1, 1997 (Hispanic
and female farmers), or between October 13, 1998, and October 13, 2000
(Hispanic farmers), or between October 19, 1998, and October 19, 2000 (female
farmers); or (2) a copy of a document from a LES. government official
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acknowledging their receipt (or otherwise reflecting the filing) of such a
complaint;

and

3. A sworn statement or statements by you under penalty of perjury that the
evidence you provide is authentic.

Under Tier 2, the documents you provide and the answers you give on the claim form
regarding your farming operation, your effort to obtain USDA loan or loan servicing
benefits, USDA’s treatment of your application, and your belief that USDA’s actions
were due to discrimination because you are Hispanic or female must meet a substantial
evidence level of proof. This means that you must provide “evidence that a reasonable
person might accept as adequate to support the conclusion after taking into account
other evidence that does not support that conclusion.” This is the lowest level of proof
under the Federal Rules of Evidence. However, it is not enough to simply state
conclusions about your experience; you must provide a more detailed explanation of
your claims, particularly specific facts supporting your belief that USDA’s actions were
due to discrimination. But you are not required to provide overwhelming proof to
support your statements.

Tier I(a)

To support a Tier 1(a) claim based on a completed application for a loan or loan
servicing benefit, you are only required to submit a completed claim form. Your claim
will be evaluated based on whether your answers on the claim form establish by
substantial evidence, as described above, that you satisfy the requirements.

To support a Tier 1(a) claim based on an attempt to apply for a farm loan or loan
servicing, where you were unable to file an application because USDA actively
discouraged you from doing so (called “constructive application™), you must provide
(in addition to your completed claim form):

« A sworn, verified, or notarized written witness statement from someone who
witnessed USDA discouraging you from filing an application;

or

« A written complaint about the incident that you or your representative filed with
USDA within one year of when you tried to apply for a loan or loan servicing
(this will include complaints filed with persons other than USDA officials if the
evidence shows that the person who received tbe complaint forwarded it to
USDA);

or

« A letter or other document from a non-family member to you, or a letter from
you to a non-family member, that was written and dated within one year of when
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you tried to apply for a loan or loan servicing and that shows that you tried to
apply for a farm loan or loan servicing, that yop had a farm business plan which
included specific crops, equipment, and the general location of the acreage, and
that a USDA official actively discouraged you from applying for the loan or loan
servicing.

Your Tier 1(a) constructive application claim will be gvaluated based on whether your
answers on the claim form establish by substantial evidence, as described above, that
you satisfy the requirements. Note that the claim formwill ask you to describe in detail
the incident or incidents when USDA actively discourLged you from making an
application. Useful detail to support your claim would include: when you attempted to
apply, what type of loan or loan servicing you wanted, what your farm plan was and
how that was appropriate for your location, which spe¢ific USDA office you were at,

and from which other banks you unsuccessfully sought loans.

Tier 1(b)

You must provide a significant number of documents to succeed on a Tier 1(b) claim.
To support a Tier 1(b) claim, you must provide (in addition to your completed claim
form):

1. A copy of your loan or loan servicing application and supporting documents, or
other documents from USDA showing that yoy submitted an application,
together with a sworn statement in writing that/these documents were submitted
to or received from USDA at the time you comipleted your application or at the
time USDA responded to your application;

2. One of the following: (1) a copy of a discrimination complaint that you sent to
USDA or another U.S. government official on or before July 1, 1997 (Hispanic
and female farmers), or between October 13, 1998, and October 13, 2000
(Hispanic farmers), or between October 19, 1998, and October 19, 2000 (female
farmers); or (2) a copy of a document from a U.S. government official
acknowledging their receipt (or otherwise reflecting the filing) of such a
complaint;

3. Evidence that shows that USDA treated your loan or loan servicing application
less favorably than it treated a named similarly|situated non-Hispanic white
farmer (if you are Hispanic) or male farmer (ifyou are female). This evidence
must be either: (1) independent documents that are admissible under the Federal
Rules of Evidence; or (2) a sworn statement based on personal knowledge by an
individual who is not a member of your family;

and

4, Documents showing any actual economic damages you suffered (the money you
spent, lost, or did not make) because of USDAs treatment of your farm loan or
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loan servicing application. You may submit written expert testimony to explain
the specific dollar amount of economic harm you suffered as a result of USDA’s
discrimination.

The documents you provide and the answers you give:on the claim form for a Tier 1(b)
claim to establish that you meet all of the claim requirements must meet a higher
standard of evidence, called a preponderance of the evidence. This means that the
evidence you provide demonstrates that it is more likely than not that your allegations
are true.

Can I Receive an Award Under This Claim Process If I Filed a Claim in One of the
Previous Claims Processes?

The general rule is that if you or a person involved in the your farming operation received a
final resolution of a discrimination claim in one of the claims:processes for African American
farmers or in the claims process for Native American farmers, you may not receive an award on
a claim in this process. However, you should note that if your claim meets the following
standards, you may still be able to obtain an award in this claims process:

Your claim in this process is based on events that occurred outside the relevant period in
the other relevant claims process but are within the relevant period for this claims
process. The relevant periods are as follows: Pigford I — January 1, 1981, through
December 31, 1996; In re Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation (sometimes referred
to as “Pigford II””) — January 1, 1981, through December 31, 1996; Keepseagle -
January 1, 1981, through November 24, 1999; and Higpanic and Women Farmers and
Ranchers Claims Process — January 1, 1981, through December 31, 1996, and

October 13, 1998 through October 13, 2000 (Hispanic claimants only) or October 19,
1998, through October 19, 2000 (women claimants only);

or

The Adjudicator decides that the type of decision issu¢d in the other claims process is
not the type of decision that should be considered “a final resolution” of that claim.
Until we know the types of decisions the Adjudicator believes are “final resolutions,”
you may want to consider filing a claim in this process if the decision in the other
relevant claims process was: (1) that the claim was filed late; (2) that the claimant was
not a member of the class: or (3) that the claim was incomplete and no completed claim
was timely filed, or if there has been no decision issued yet in the other relevant claims
process.
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Is It Possible for My Farming Operation to Get More than One Award in This Claim
Process?

A farmer who is both Hispanic and female is limited to a single claim in this process.

If more than one person operates a farm operation, recovery is limited to one claim for that
farming operation.

You may not file a claim on behalf of a business entity that ran the farming operation.
However, because it was USDA'’s policy to require the individuals who were members of a
business entity to sign for loans in their individual capacity, you can file a claim as an
individual who was or would have been responsible for paying back the loan, even if the
farming operation was run by a business entity. However, if more than one individual member
of the business entity files a claim, only one award will be made for that farming operation.

May I File a Claim on Behalf of a Person Who Has Died or a Person Who Is Physically or
Mentally Disabled?

You may file a claim on behalf of a person who has died or a person who is unable to file the
claim due to a physical or mental disability.

All of the same criteria and documentation requirements described above will apply.

Before an award will be paid on a successful claim filed on behalf of a person who has died,
you must submit a copy of the person’s death certificate and an order from a court or another
document that specifically gives you the authority to act as the legal representative of the
deceased person’s estate. It is best if these documents can be filed with the claim form.

Before an award is paid on a successful claim filed on behalf of a person who has a physical or
mental disability, you must submit a copy of a court order, a power of attorney, or other
document showing that you have the authority to act as that person’s legal representative. It is
best if this document can be filed with the claim form.

How Does the Claim Process Work?

Obtaining a Claim Package: To obtain a Claim Package, call 1-888-508-4429 or go to
www.farmerclaims.gov. In the near future, the Claims Administrator will begin mailing
Claim Packages, which will contain forms and instructions for participating in the claim
process, to all interested persons. The Claims Administratpr will also have a toll-free
helpline to provide information about the process.

!

Participating in the Voluntary Claim Process: You must enter into the settlement
agreement included in the Claim Package, agreeing to participate in the voluntary claim
process to resolve your claim and waiving your right to file a lawsuit. Once your claim is
accepted by the Administrator as eligible for adjudication,i the only recovery available is
that offered by the claim process. Decisions in the claim process are not appealable.
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Submitting a Claim to the Administrator: USDA will announce the start of the claims
period, which will last 180 days. You must submit a Claiim Package within this 180-day
claim period. The Claims Administrator will determing whether you submitted a
timely and complete Claim Package. The Administrat(;’s decisions are final and

cannot be appealed. |

Investigation of Claims: Every claim must be submitted yinder penalty of perjury.

In the majority of cases, USDA will not be submitting any; response to your claim or any
documents. However, USDA reserves the right to submit evidence to the Claims
Adjudicator regarding any claim. All claims will be subject to random audits and other
reviews, and fraudulent claims will be denied and are subject to potential prosecution.

Determination by Adjudicator: Your claim will be decided by a Claims Adjudicator with
independent decision-making authority, based on the information that you submit in the
Claim Package and, in the instances where USDA submits a response or document, any
response by USDA. The Adjudicator’s decisions are final and cannot be appealed.

How Can I Find Help to File a Claim?

Because this claim process is not the result of settlement of a léawsuit, there are no specific
lawyers responsible for assisting people to file claims in this grocess. You can file a claim on
your own or obtain an attorney or advocate to assist you in filing a claim. The Hispanic and
Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Assistance Network (“Network™), with funding from
USDA, is attempting to recruit and train lawyers and advocates to assist claimants in preparing
and filing their claims and to develop an attorney referral list that potential claimants will be
able to access from a website that will soon be available. Even if you find an attorney to assist
you through the Network’s referral list, you will be responsible for paying the attorney’s fees.

Attorneys representing claimants in the claims process may either provide their services pro
bono (free) or negotiate fees with the individual claimant. Attl rney fees will not be paid
directly from the cash award. USDA’s Framework for Hispanic and F emale Farmers Claims
Process provides notice to claimants that reasonable fees for Tier 1(a) or Tier 2 shall not exceed
$1,500. For Tier 1(b), which requires a higher level of documentation, the Framework provides
notice to claimants that a reasonable fee shall not exceed eighil; percent (8%) of the Tier 1(b)
award.

USDA believes that the attorney fee guidelines in the Framewlork are reasonable because this is
a non-judicial, non-adversarial process. USDA and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
endeavored to structure the claims process so that the bulk of {he funds being awarded will go
to the farmers. The amounts of cash awards will not be increased for individuals represented by
an attorney. Claimants are always free to negotiate fee arrangements that best serve their needs.
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