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Dear Senator Johanns: 

Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Thank you for your letter of June 27, 2013, regarding your concerns of being responsible 
stewards of increasingly scarce taxpayer dollars. 

The funds referenced in the National Institute of Food and Agriculture's (NIFA) Request for 
Applications (RF A) and mentioned in your letter do not come from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's (USDA) appropriation. They will be conveyed to USDA through a reimbursable 
agreement between NIFA and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) ofthe 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. NIFA, in tum, will allocate these funds to State 
Cooperative Extension Services, which is charged with delivering educational programs to its 
respective communities. This interagency agreement was put in place to make use of the 
outreach education potential of the Cooperative Extension Service for the purposes of informing 
and educating consumers regarding their health choices within the Marketplace Exchanges of the 
Affordable Care Act. This is a typical example of how the broad reach and expertise of the 
Cooperative Extension System is leveraged by other Federal agencies. 

In fact, a similar partnership was in place during your tenure as the Secretary of Agriculture after 
Congress passed H.R. 1, the Medicare Prescription Drug and Modernization Act in June 2003. 
As you can see in the attached Interagency Agreement, USDA received $300,000 from CMS to 
assist with the outreach and education associated with the implementation of the Medicare Part D 
prescription drug program. 

USDA extension activities are governed by the Smith-Lever Act [see 7 U.S.C. 341], which 
provides broad authority for extension agents to educate individuals on a vast range of topics 
both stated explicitly and those left unstated. For example, the Smith-Lever Act itself does not 
mention 4-H, but it is a critical national program within Smith-Lever funded activities. 

As the Secretary for USDA, I am committed to ensuring that taxpayer dollars are used 
responsibly and in a way that reflects the intent of Congress; and in this case, similar to the 
Department's work during your tenure, you may be further assured that there are no USDA 
appropriations supporting this RF A. 
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Furthermore as has been the case in previous interagency agreements, outreach and education are 
a part of the broadly authorized program of work for NIF A and Cooperative Extension in the 
Food and Agricultural Sciences. 

Again, thank you for your letter. I look forward to continuing working together on issues of 
critical importance to our Nation. 

Sincerely, 

(}JJ()U_ 
ThoD.Vilsack 
Secretary 

Enclosure 
















	7760801 Attachement - Signed IAA with CMS
	7760801final

