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Throughout the past year, many advocates of the Senate 
farm bill (S. 3240) have denied claims that the bill consti-
tutes an “attack on Southern commodities.”   
 This week in Washington, thirty-three United 
States Senators signed a letter to Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-NV) and Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY).  That letter advocated that the Senate leaders 
consider folding the flawed Senate bill, unchanged, into 
“any end-of-year” legislative package.  (View the text of 
the letter and list of signers here.) 
 It is no secret that many Southern producers be-
lieve that the Senate bill is tilted toward “Northern inter-
ests” at the expense of rice, peanut, and other farmers in 
the South.  For example, according to the Congressional 
Budget Office the Senate bill would hammer rice produc-
ers by reducing their safety net by more than 64 percent!   
Spending on most commodities falls much less, while that 
for at least one commodity increases by more than $1 
billion.   
 Some politicians have found creative new steps to 
dance around the fact that the Senate farm bill is so 
strongly discriminatory, geographically speaking.  But 
plotting the signers of this week’s letter on a map of the 
United States pretty much reveals the inequity of the Sen-
ate Farm Bill in one glance.  Each state colored blue indi-
cates that at least one Senator signed the letter; those 
with a “2” denote those in which both Senators signed the 
letter. 

 We can take some solace in the fact that Senate 
Agriculture Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-
MI) has told us more than once that she wants and intends 
to negotiate a compromise bill with House Agriculture 
Committee chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) that works for all 
commodities.  Left to their own political devices, it is clear 
that a many United States Senators would be content to 
write a farm bill that profits part of the country at the 
expense of the South.  We are grateful for those agricul-
ture leaders in Washington who are working to rise 
above this “beggar thy neighbor” legislative strategy.  

The Senate Farm Bill: A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words 

Another week has gone by without any real progress (at 
least publicly) on farm bill talks to address the differences 
in the House and Senate farm bills.  As of this writing, it 
seems unlikely the farm bill will be rolled into the high 
level fiscal negotiations as part of a larger congressional 
effort to address the “fiscal cliff” of expiring tax cuts and 
automatic spending cuts set to trigger at the end of the 
year.   

While the chances of final farm bill action this 
year appear to be getting slimmer and slimmer, the 
threat of the “dairy cliff” may yet spur some action. The 

current dairy support program will also expire at the end 
of 2012, if allowed to expire, will cause milk prices to 
spike (perhaps even double) because current law will re-
vert back to “permanent law” programs from the 
“Agricultural Act o 1949”. 

A finger-pointing blame game has picked up this 
week in Washington.  U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vil-
sack is urging Congressional farm policy leaders to “pick 
up the pace” on resolving farm bill differences before 
dairy prices spike.  The press reports that some in the Sen-
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